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Now that children 
between the ages of five 
and 12 are eligible, Billy 
and Yasmin receive their 
first COVID vaccinations 

with Dr Abdul Saadoon at 
the Neal Street Clinic in 

Gisborne.

Latest Omicron figures for 
Macedon Ranges, page 3.
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From the Editor's desk

A  MINUTE  WITH  MAXINEA  MINUTE  WITH  MAXINE
I hope you all enjoyed the festive season and are 
looking forward to a happier 2022.

A friendly reminder to all our valued ‘walkers’, 
please only deliver to letterboxes, please do not 
enter the property.

Ignore “No Junk Mail” signs and also “No 
advertising material” signs because we are very 
proud to say we are the best community newspaper 
in Victoria for the second year running and it is  
printed editorial. However, do not leave a Gazette 
if the sign says “No Newspapers” or “Australia Post 
Only”.

Holiday time may be around the corner for some, 
so please give me as much notice as possible if it 
coincides with a distribution time, and if you have a 
friend in mind who can deliver while you are away, 
that would be very helpful.

New Gisborne distributors will now have their 
Gazettes delivered each month by John Terhaar.

Nick Haslinghouse and Moc Hoyne will also be 
busier by delivering the Gazettes to letterboxes 
along Station Road, the school and the retirement 
home. I thank all the three fellows for taking on 
these extra responsibilities.

Distribution manager Maxine Barker 

I will be interviewing distributors for this column 
over the coming months, so please answer your 
phone.☺ Maxine Barker

Well, here we are fronting up for another year with 
the hope that 2022 will be better than the previous 
two years. Despite all the uncertainty over Covid, I 
hope that you were able to enjoy a good break with 
your family over the holiday season and that this 
year has started off well for you.

As was always the case before 2020 and 2021 
there was much happening in February as schools 
and clubs resumed their operations and we hope 
that this month will be more like the good old days. 
Children and teachers will return to school with 
some trepidation but with all staff members double 
vaccinated and pupils in big numbers (like Billy and 
Yasmin on our front page) receiving their jabs, we 
hope that lockdowns can be avoided. This may 
depend on former or retired teachers answering 
the call to temporarily fill the gaps. Any takers? If 
so, let us know of your experiences returning to the 
classroom. We’d love to publish them. As well, you 
might like to share your reflections (as have Warwick 
McFadyen and Father Dennis Walters in this edition) 
on how you have coped with and learnt from these 
troubling past two years.

On a brighter note I had the pleasure of interviewing 
the new leaders at Willowbank Primary, Rynn Ander-
son and Brett Sinnett, and Aoife McCarthy, recently 
appointed Principal at Holy Cross. They are delight-
ful people who will make their mark on education in 
our community.

I also enjoyed interviewing Betty Doolan, our reporter 
at The Oaks who, despite lockdowns – which mean 
the misery of being confined to her room – is still able 
to look on the sunny side and draw inspiration from 
the dedication of the staff at The Oaks.

Reports from the three scouting groups tell of their 
adventures at the recent jamboree at Elmore. I 
attended a jamboree in 1947 in a bush setting that 
was later to become the suburb of Wonga Park near 
Warrandyte and, while great fun, it had few of the 
exciting activities that can be enjoyed by present-day 
scouts.

Our arts section is full of news about coming events 
so do make an effort to support our local artists and 
performers who contribute so much to the vibrancy 
of our community.

Coming back to edit this edition of the Gazette re-
minded me of what a debt we owe to Corinne and 
Pip who, month after month, put together such great 
issues of our community paper. It is a very big job 
and I’ll be glad to hand it back to Corinne for the rest 
of the year.

Bryan Power
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The Gisborne Olde Time Market is back. 
Organisers at GREAT (Gisborne Region 
Events Activities & Tourism) are delighted 
to announce that after a two-year COVID-
forced hiatus, the Market reopens on 
Sunday February 6. 

The Market will operate under COVID-safe 
protocols.

Omicron is here
The Oaks and Warrina aged care homes had to go 
into lockdown again recently as COVID-19 makes its 
way on another wave into the district.

The numbers are not broken down town by town, 
but the Macedon Ranges as a whole, as at January 
23, had just under 350 active cases and a total of 
2311 cases for the year so far. In the week to  January 
23, cases rose by an average of 44 a day.

Eighty pupils ranging from Preps to Grade 6 will 
create the first cohort of young learners who will bring 
to life the classrooms of this beautiful, brand-new 
school. They will be joined by nine staff members led 
by Principal Rynn Anderson and Assistant Principal 
Brett Sinnett who are relishing the opportunity to 
‘start small’ after both coming from Tarneit P9 College 
where the enrolment was in excess of 2000 pupils.

Willowbank is expected to grow to a capacity of 
475 pupils and judging by the speed of housing going 
up around the school that figure could be reached 
not many years down the track.

In the meantime the 2022 pupils will enjoy the 
luxury of specialist classrooms for art, science, 
music and food technology as well as a library and a 
magnificent gymnasium that will incorporate a drama 
performance space.

The staff and members of the school council are 
grateful for the hundreds of books that have been 
donated to the library and to the many parents who 
are busily cataloguing them.

The school is zoned but at this stage applications 
for enrolment from outside the zone will be 
considered.

Before- and after-school care will be managed 
by Big Childcare who have already made several 
enrolments.

An attractive school uniform can be purchased at 
the school.

The Gazette team is looking forward to receiving 
regular reports of the good things that will be 
happening at Willowbank and to the month when a 
group of Willowbank students do their first cut and 
paste of an edition of the Gisborne Gazette.

The adventure begins at 
Willowbank Primary School

Assistant principal 
Brett Sinnett is looking 
forward to the start of 

school.

Summer, a Grade 
3 pupil, in the new 
uniform.
Uniforms and bags 
are available at the 
school.

Brett is dwarfed by the huge gym.

Willowbank estate 
'explodes'

Getting on beyond the mid-point of last year the new 
primary school was the only building on this new es-
tate in the south of Gisborne. Now, within a few short 
months, 73 homes are in various stages of construc-
tion. To the south of the estate new land releases are 
being developed, so the number of house sites will 
increase rapidly this year.

View of part of the estate from the Calder Freeway noise 
barrier fence.

Gisborne Market 
returns this 

month 

WANTED

CLEANER / ROOM SERVICE Person 
Approx 20 Flexible Hours per week 

Some Weekend work available. 
Above award rates plus Super $$

CONTACT John Turner Tel 5426 1600
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The Macedon Ranges and District Motor Club is 
back with its annual Classic Vehicle Show on Sunday  
February 13 at Hanging Rock.

For this year the event is pre-sale ticket only for 
both display vehicles and the general public.

Tickets must be purchased online through the 
club’s website www.mradmc.com.au prior to entry.
ENTRY POINTS
Type of Vehicle          Gate
Display    South Gate (South
    Rock Road
General public   East Gate (Straws
    Lane
Bikes and pedestrians  Any Gate

For further information on the event please email 
Alan at events@mradmc.com.au or call 0402 708 
408. All attendees must QR Code in as well as be 
fully vaccinated. Checks will be undertaken at the 
gates by security staff.

Ben Shaw (left) and Thomas Shaddock, 
Braemar VCE graduates and friends with 
perfect ATAR scores, were at Melbourne 
University Chancellor’s reception in December 
to receive notification of their full scholarship 
offers for 2022 and beyond. 

The pair have been friends since Grade 2 at 
Mount Macedon Primary School. 

Ben, formerly of Macedon and now living in 
New Gisborne, has accepted the scholarship to 
study science at Melbourne Uni. 

Thomas, of Macedon, has decided to attend 
the Australian National University in Canberra, 
where he was also offered a scholarship, and 
will study science. His dream is research, and 
his course gives students the opportunity to 
begin a research project in their first year.

Congratulations to both young men!

Young achievers

Planning for the Macedon Ranges Autumn Festival 
(26 March to 25 April) promises a program of events, 
activities, nature experiences, autumn produce and 
creativity across the shire. 

Highlights of the festival include an interactive 
sound and light experience in the Malmsbury 
Botanical Gardens titled A Journey, and a pair of 
gentle life-like puppets, The Gardeners, that will 
entertain audiences in various locations. 

A Journey will contemplate the commonality of 
‘journey’ — our own, each other’s and that of nature. 
It is being created by artists Kirri Buchler, Thomas 
Campbell and indigenous artist Tashara Roberts 
(Dja Dja Wurrung/Yorta Yorta). 

For big and little kids, 
the gentle Gardeners will 
appear at the shire’s markets, 
bringing gifts from the harvest 
to share with everyone they 
meet. These life-like creatures 
are designed by puppeteers 
Tamara Rewse and Hamish 
Fletcher. 

Along with the events 
program, the region’s food and wine businesses 
will be front and centre presenting the best of the 
Macedon Ranges’ local produce via the Eat and 
Drink promotions and the Pie and Tart Trail. 

A new website will help people plan their festival 
experience and book the many events and culinary 
delights on offer.

For more information on the festival, see www.
visitmacedonranges.com/autumn-festival/ 

It is not too late to get on the program. Submit 
your autumn-inspired activity, food or drink on 
Council’s website mrsc.vic.gov.au/autumn-fest to be 
considered. 

Autumn Festival 
preview

Macedon Ranges Shire Council is seeking 
expressions of interest from accomplished local 
artist/producers to develop a program for public 
spaces during late summer and autumn. The aim is to 
provide opportunities for local artists to activate local 
towns to help communities overcome any isolation 
experienced by COVID-19 and stimulate economic 

Calling all artists – 'Activate our towns'
recovery for local businesses. The activations can 
be either performances, temporary installations or 
other arts-based experiences. They will happen from 
March to May, and producers are encouraged to 
program events during the Autumn Festival. 

Details of the EOI process are at mrsc.vic.gov.au/
get-involved, with applications closing on February 5. 

 

• Carpentry • Welding • Tiling • Painting 
• Plumbing • High Pressure Water Cleaning 

• Maintenance & Repairs • Concrete Polishing 
• Bathroom Renovations • Kitchen Renovations 

• General Handyman Services 

 

Email:  rickleonard@bigpond.com Call us today on 1300 314 280 or visit www.macedonrangesdigital.com.au

Macedon Ranges Digital
Get a custom responsive website and enhance your online presence.

We are a one-stop shop for online retail stores, SEO optimized
sites and even manage hosting.

Fast track your business today with a website that works hard for you!

WE ARE LOCALS, LIKE YOU  |  YOUR DIGITAL PARTNER
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HOUSE KEEPING SERVICES 
 GENERAL CLEAN   -  DETAILED CLEAN 

WINDOW CLEANING/TRACKS /FRAMES 
FLOORS / CARPET CLEANING 

CATHRYN 

0455 344 188 
 

Registered  Independent Aged Care Cleaning Support 

POLICE CHECKED   -  INSURANCE  
       ABN 622 740 580 36 

The Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society has been 
quietly working away over the past two years be-
tween lockdowns on a number of projects. We have 
had more than our fair share of hardships over this 
time as we have not been able to stage our annual 
rally in May or run our miniature trains to raise funds. 

However with the assistance of the Gisborne 
branch of the Bendigo Bank and another donor, many 
small projects have been carried out during this time. 
It is with great pride that the society’s committee is 
working hard towards bringing the Steam Rally and 
Tractor Pull back. Planning is under way and our 
steam exhibits have been readied for their boiler in-
spections. The grounds are being maintained with 
the assistance of a small crew of members. 

Many locals who have visited the Steam Park 
walking their dogs or just getting some lock-down 
exercise may have seen that much work has been 
happening at the miniature railway. We now have a 
living tunnel and the plantings around this are starting 
to grow well. We also have had to build a bridge over 
where the water flows from the retarding basin.

We are starting to run trains again from the first 

Historic property waits for The Block to give it new life

Is your family
fire-safe?
Will your family be safe from fire in 
February and March? We live in a 
high-risk bushfire and grassfire area 
and these months pose the worst risk. 

The Gisborne CFA urges all 
residents who live in Gisborne and surrounding 
communities to take the necessary steps to 
be fire safe during this fire danger period. 

You don’t have to live in a rural setting to be at 
risk of fire. If you live near areas that have significant 
bush, forest or long grass, then you need to plan 
ahead. In the event of a bushfire in the Macedon or 
Bullengarook areas, heavy ember attack may cause 
house fires even if you live in built-up areas such as 
Gisborne or Macedon. 

Have a comprehensive fire plan and ensure 
your property is well maintained. For advice about 
putting together your fire plan and maintaining your 
property, visit the CFA website and read the ‘Plan 
and Prepare’ section.

For local advice message our Facebook page; 
Gisborne Fire Brigade-CFA.

Bevan Moody, 1st Lieutenant
Gas cylinder and camp site safety page 24

These weatherboard houses trucked in to the 
McGeorge Road property will form the foundations of 
several rural escapes that contestants on The Block 

will transform and auction off this season. Filming is 
due to start late this month.

The property is under 24 hours surveillance.

The original McGeorge house, built on the property 
in 1867, has already been gutted and new windows 
and doors put in place, before filming starts.

Houses to be renovated in The Block's 2022 season sit waiting on the McGeorge Road site. At centre (with chimneys), the old McGeorge home has already undergone extensive 
renovation work.

Vintage Machinery 
crew hope to reopen

Sunday in February (6th) from 11am to 3pm, at $3 per 
person. Bring the children – young and old – along for 
a ride. COVID19 measures are in place and people 
must adhere to the COVID requirements – QR check-
in and double vaccinated for everyone’s safety.

Mervyn (the club loco) will be at the Hanging Rock 
Car Show on February 13 to provide rides for every-
one on the day.

Anthony Davis

Mervyn will be at the Motor Show at Hanging Rock on 
February 13.

CFA

WANTED 
TO BUY-CASH PAID 
ANYTHING OLD & UNUSUAL 

TOOLS, CHINA, RECORDS, 
FISHING GEAR, TOYS, TINS, 

BOTTLES, SIGNS, OLD WARES. 
PH. RICHARD 5428 2848 

0417 415 336 

Macedon Ranges Laser Therapy
ph: 5428 8556

Shop 13 Nexus Way
21 Goode Street Gisborne

www.macedonrangeslasertherapy.com.au

Laser Skin Treatments
Capillaries/Redness/Rosacea

Laser Pain/Wound Therapy
Specialised Facials/Skin Care

Microdermabrasion
Electrolysis

Personal Grooming
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Mt Macedon CFA holds open day Proudly sponsored  by the 
Rotary Club of Gisborne COMMUNITY SERVICECOMMUNITY SERVICE

MELBOURNE PODIATRY
G R O U P

Shop 12, 13 Goode Street, Gisborne (behind McDonalds) Call us for an appointment P: 1300 650 293

We 
can 
help 
you 

Do you have

fungal 
nails?

PODIATRY
 

 

 
 

 Business Advisory 

 Accounting and Taxation Services 

 Superannuation 

 Audit and Assurance 

 Bookkeeping & Payroll Services 

 Corporate and Administrative Services  

 

17 Nicholson Street 

Woodend  

T: 03 5427 8100 

E: info@lmck.com.au 

www.langleymckimmie.com.au 

 

 

 

 

Raffle 
winner 
Jennifer with 
Hayden and 
their new 
little home-
owners Ivy 
and Ian.

Gisborne Men’s 
Shed does it again!
The amazing Shedmen from the Gis-
borne Men’s Shed ran their ‘cubby 
house for Christmas’ raffle with all 
proceeds being donated to the Gis-
borne Foodbank. The raffle was an 
amazing success, surpassing last year's total and 
raising $7010 to help put food on the tables of those 
in need in our Macedon Ranges community. 

In the lead-up to the raffle draw on December 20, 
the Shedmen were out and about in Gisborne every 
weekend with the cubby ‘on tour’, selling tickets and 
talking to the community about the Men’s Shed and 
Foodbank. The winner was Jennifer and her part-
ner Hayden who have two children Ivy (4) and Ian 
(2) who are now enjoying their fantastic new cubby 
house, installed by the Shedmen before Christmas. 

Thank you again to the wonderful men from the 
Gisborne Men’s Shed and to everyone in our fantas-
tic community who bought raffle tickets.

The Foodbank is open on Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 10am to 3pm. If you need assistance with 
food and general household items, please contact us 
on 0492 850 520, drop in on Wednesday or Friday, 
message us via Facebook (@GisborneFoodbank), 
or visit our website www.gisbornefoodbank.org.au

Julie Ireland
More pictures, Men's Shed report page 12

The New Gisborne Playgroup is gearing up for an 
exciting year. We still have the looming challenge of 
the COVID pandemic, however we like to imagine 
we can make lemonade out of the lemons COVID 
has thrown at us. 

Following the past two years of intermittent lock-
downs which kept us apart, we look forward to 2022 
and hope to remain open throughout the year.

The Playgroup remains a won-
derful space with its fully fenced 
outdoor area, ever-popular sand-
pits, play equipment (which we 
hope to add to) and huge variety of 
indoor and outdoor toys. 

Not only does it provide the opportunity for chil-
dren to play, but also for parents and caregivers to 
build friendships in our lovely community. We are al-
ways happy to welcome new members. There are a 
number of sessions available, and those wishing to 
join can choose to attend one session or two. 

We’ll also be holding our annual Teddy Bear Pic-
nic Open Day soon – stay tuned for the date!

If you would like to visit, or for more information, 
please contact newgisborneplaygroup@gmail.com

To book your next preschool-aged party at the hall, 
please visit our website www.newgisborneplaygroup.

com. We hope to see you at the Playgroup soon! 
New Gisborne Playgroup Committee

Austin, Fergus and Georgia play shops in the playgroup 
hall at New Gisborne.

Open wide, come inside…it’s Playgroup

A warm January day led to a delightful 
catch-up lunch, full of chatter, at Judy 
Culpan’s home to welcome in the New 
Year. Let’s hope that this year we can 

achieve all our goals and raise enough money to do-
nate again to charities at the end of the year. 

We already have a Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 
organised so come along and enjoy a sausage 
sandwich at Sunbury Bunnings on Saturday 
February 19.

Our Christmas pop-up stall at Mt Macedon in 
December was a success with Helen Ryvitch’s 
strawberry plants selling like hot cakes. Thank you 
to all who donated crafts and cookery.

The Creative Arts Fair is in Lancefield on April 9 
and 10 so those crafty people will be busy stitching, 
getting their items ready to be judged. It’s rather ex-

citing to see a first-place card on your entry the first 
time you enter the competition. 

Our February meeting is on the 14th at Gisborne 
Secondary College, at 10am. Don't forget your 
favourite holiday snap shot to display on the day.

Christine Edwards

Luncheon get-together for CWA
CWA 
Christmas 
Stall with 
Helen 
Ryvitch,  
Carol Shiell, 
Amanda 
Millar 
and Helen 
Hallett.
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16 Brantome Street 
GISBORNE Vic 3437 

All hours 03 5428 3355 
 info@gisbornemedical.com.au 

www.gisbornemedical.com.au 

 
  

  
cclliinniicc  hhoouurrss 

Monday – Friday 8am to 8pm 
Saturdays/Sundays 9am to 3pm 
On-call GP available after hours 

BBooookk  yyoouurr  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  
OONNLLIINNEE  oorr  mmoobbiillee  aapppp  ––  

sseeee  wweebbssiittee  ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss  
  

oouurr  GGPP  ddooccttoorrss  
Dr Kulbir Gill Dr Stephen Newton 
Dr Heena Choksey  Dr Kasey Hogg  
Dr Trisha Cunningham Dr Tim Phillips 
Dr Pritinesh Singh Dr Robert Hetzel 
Dr Carlie Di Camillo  Dr Alan Lee          
Dr James Owen  Dr Rashida Moiz 
Dr Shaima Al Msari  Dr Emma Haugh  
Dr Syed Hussain Dr Padmaja Nagalla 
Dr Min Kim Dr Haritha Puppala 
 

OOtthheerr  sseerrvviicceess  
Adult/child immunisation 
Chronic Condition Clinics 

Pap Test Clinics 

Expert Skin clinics  
CChhiillddrreenn  uunnddeerr  1166  bbuullkk  

bbiilllleedd  bbyy  aallll  ddooccttoorrss  
wwhheenn  cclliinniicc  ooppeenn  

VViissiittiinngg  sseerrvviicceess//aalllliieedd  
hheeaalltthh  

Broad range of specialist and allied 
health services. See website for 

detail 
 

Dr Kulbir Gill
Dr Heena Choksey
Dr Carlie Di Camillo
Dr Rashida Moiz
Dr Sean McGrath
Dr Min Kim
Dr Daniel Lichter
Dr Fareesa Zaman

Dr Stephen Newton
Dr Kasey Hogg
Dr Tim Phillips 
Dr Robert Hetzel
Dr James Owen
Dr Shaima Al-Msari
Dr Vi Trinh
Dr Jason Hsu
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ONLINE or mobile app – 
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Children under 16 bulk 

billed (except 
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Gisborne Gazette

The Gisborne and District Lions 
Club is very appreciative of those 
members of the community who 
supported the club by buying tick-
ets in the Annual Lions Wheelbar-
row Raffle and who sponsored the 
65 Christmas Cakes that were pro-
vided to the Foodbank. 

The winner of the 
Wheelbarrow Raffle 
was Pia Civitarese, 
ticket number 258, 
from Romsey.

The Lions Club wishes everyone 
all the best for 2022. The club held 
a function to celebrate the festive 

season and its contribution to our 
local community, in particular those 
in need. 

The function was partly funded 
by the Bendigo Bank “Connect 
Community Grant”. The club is ex-
tremely appreciative of the Bank’s 
contribution.

Some of 
the Lions 
members 
and friends 
of Lions who 
attended 
the 
function.

Community rallies behind Lions

Rotary is where neighbours, 
friends, and problem-solvers 
share ideas, join leaders and 
take action. 

And that’s just what happened at Christmas time. 
Initially, we put together 50 personal care packs con-
taining essential personal hygiene items to be given 
out free to homeless and other people doing it tough. 

A supply was delivered to Sunbury & Cobaw Com-
munity Health for distribution within our region.

Then, hearing a cry-out from the Gisborne Foodbank 
for donations to their Christmas hampers and that they 
were critically short of soap, Rotarians sprang into 
action, buying and donating 100 Rotary Christmas 
puddings and another $1000 towards hams for the 
hampers, plus a large supply of soap, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shampoos, sanitary and food items.

None of this could have been done without the 
generosity of people in the Gisborne community who 
donate personal care items to the Rotary drop-boxes 
at the Gisborne Village Shopping Centre, the Library 
and the Gazette office. 

The people who support Rotary’s sausage sizzles 
and fundraising events also played their part.  

Nor would such goodness happen without the 
wonderful volunteers at the Gisborne Foodbank and 
organisations such as the Lions Club, Men’s Shed and 
church groups who pull together to help others in need. 

Golf Day Gisborne Rotary Club’s annual charity golf 
day is on February 4 at the Gisborne Golf Club. The 

proceeds will all go into worthwhile community projects 
and it’s not too late to sponsor the event or make a 
donation. For further information on how you might 
be able to help, or for Rotary membership inquiries, 
please email gisbornerotary@gmail.com. Barry Wills

Volunteer groups pull together 
to support those in need

Rotarians Barry Wills (left) and Frank Mills dropping off 
donated goods, with Barb Davis, volunteer at Gisborne 
Foodbank.



Gisborne Gazette  February 20228

We have video conference call facilities.
Call and make an appointment.

Providing financial services you can trust since 1973.

nixon financial services pty ltd

Gisborne Office: (T)  5428 0123,  23A Hamilton Street.
SunburyOffice: (T) 9744 2400,  19 Evans Street. 

Marlene ZwartsJoel PlowmanMichelle AbelaBob Nixon

Daly Nature 
Reserve News
Did you know it will be World Scout Day on February 
22, which remembers the birthday, in 1857, of scout-
ing founder Robert Baden-Powell?

Since 2014 the Friends of Daly Nature Reserve 
have had a good working relationship with 1st 
Gisborne Scout group whose hall is in Daly Nature 
Reserve. What a wonderful setting for the young 
people to learn about our native flora and fauna. How 
many scout groups can boast kangaroos wandering 
through beautiful native orchids, lilies and many 
other spring flowers, right on the doorstep of their 
meeting place.

Friends of Daly Nature Reserve have completed  
projects with the Scouts creating native gardens and 
guiding spring flora walks. More projects are on the 
drawing board and we look forward to working with 
the group to assist them to appreciate nature and 
learn how to care for it into the future.

In the Reserve, new mulch is being added to 
existing tracks to guide visitors through.  

Tuesday February 8, 9.30am, starts our monthly 
working bees for 2022. Newcomers are welcome 
and there are various ways to help, not all weeding!  
Gloves, tools supplied. We advise sensible footwear, 
a sun hat and byo water.

Enquiries: dalynaturereserve@gmail.com                 
                         Friends of Daly Nature Reserve

There is still time to get your entry in for 
the portrait prize. Work can be submit-
ted until March 15 and conditions of entry 
are: 
 You need to be a Macedon 
Ranges Shire resident; 
 You can use any 2D medium 
(but not photographic or digital);
 Maximum size is A3;
 The portrait must feature a 
person known to the artist or be 
a self-portrait. 

Portraits On The Mount will 
take place during April as part 

of the Autumn Festival. It will be hosted 
by The Gallery Mount Macedon with gen-
erous prize money to be donated by the 
Bendigo Bank.

The categories are: Major 
Prize $1000, People’s Choice 
$500, Youth 12-16 $100, Child 
8-11 $50.

Judging will be conducted 
independently. 

For further details and en-
try form, contact Jo Hoyne on 
0418 488 582 or mtmacedon-
portraitprize@gmail.com.

In 2014 Wurundjeri Elder Uncle Ron conducted a Welcome to Country ceremony in Daly Nature Reserve with 1st 
Gisborne Scouts, invited guests and neighbourhood community in attendance.

T i c k e t s  $ 6 0  t r y b o o k i n g . c o m / B W V K X  f r o m  F e b  8 t h
I n c l u d e s  2 - c o u r s e  m e a l  &  o n e  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  d r i n k
S t r i c t l y  n o  B Y O

INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S DAY DINNER 2022

6.30pm Wednesday March 9th
Coach Room @ Malmsbury Hotel
85 Mollison Street  Malmsbury

Starting online mid-pandemic,
MiWB now workfs for and with
over 80 businesswomen with
migrant and refugee
backgorounds, offering
commercial opportunities
through their Made by Many
Hands platform

Changing Cl imates :  
Equal i ty  today  for  a  susta inable  tomorrow

An event  for  the  women and non-binary  people  o f  the
Macedon Ranges  ra is ing  funds  to  empower  women and g i r l s

Zonta  C lub of  Kyneton 's   29th  

Guest speaker 

Luz Restrepo
Co-founder,
Migrant Women in Business

PORTRAIT PRIZE – 
Portraits on the Mount

@ The Gallery Mt Macedon
4th-30th April 2022
Entries close March 15th online
Entry forms & further information: 
www.thegallerymtmacedon.com.au
Phone 0418 488 582

First Prize $1000
Peoples’ Choice $500
12-16 years $100
8-11 years $50

PORTRAITS ON THE MOUNT

PORTRAIT PRIZE

Open to all Macedon 
Ranges Shire residents
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ARTSARTSProudly sponsored by Phoenix Macedon Ranges Art & Craft, The Gallery Mt Macedon, 
The Gisborne Singers, Licorice Allsorts, Macedon Music, Friends of Music at Resurrection, 
The Mount Players and Macedon Ranges Photographic Society

Japanese art both 
traditional and 
modern on show
During February The Gallery Mt Macedon invites you 
to immerse yourselves in the joy of magic knots and 
vintage fabric transformed.

Guest artists Anna Konecny and Yukimi Breaden 
present Japanese handcrafts in paper and fabric.

Anna was born in Japan and moved to Mel-
bourne in 2007. She uses 'mizuhiki', the tradition-

al paper cords which 
are commonly used in  
Japan’s gift-giving cul-
ture. She taught herself 
the knot of mizuhiki.

During the long lock-
down, she researched 
the history of mizuhiki 
and got a 100-year-old 
textbook to see how the 
art was used in every-
day life at the time. 

Her work extends 
from traditional knotting 
to contemporary art us-

ing mizuhiki cords. In a 2020 talent contest held on-
line by the Japan Foundation Sydney, she received 
the Grand prize.

Yukimi Breaden operates Sachi Japanese Hand-
crafts, a brand of homewares, clothing and acces-
sories which she designs and crafts using authentic 
Japanese fabrics and papers. She especially enjoys 
breathing new life into vintage materials, and this ex-
hibition features original works made out of tradition-
al obi (kimono belts) and silkscreened cotton fabrics.

The aim is to allow the exquisite craftsmanship 
and quality of the original materials to shine through 
even when repurposed in completely different forms. 

Yukimi grew up in Japan’s southern island of Ky-
ushu, and she now lives and works in Hurstbridge, 
northeast of Melbourne.
Exhibition  February 7 to March 6
Opening  Saturday February 12 at 2pm
The Gallery, 684 Mt Macedon Road  
Open 10am-4pm Friday to Tuesday.

Friends of Music at 
Resurrection
Greetings for a happy and safe year ahead. We all 
hope for better times ahead and return to some of 
those things we love most, especially music presen-
tations at Macedon.

Seraphim Trio
I am pleased to announce that the Seraphim Trio 

–  Helen Ayres (violin), Anna Goldsworthy (piano) 
and Timothy Nankervis (cello) – will return to Mace-
don on Sunday February 27 at 2.30pm. 

They will present their program titled Elegy/Memo-
rium. This exciting program will certainly launch us 
into a new year of beautiful live music at the Church 
of the Resurrection. (For a detailed description of the 
program, see next page.)

Book through Trybooking.com. Please note that 
current COVID restrictions will apply. 

Australian Chamber Choir
In more good news, I can confirm that the 

Australian Chamber Choir is returning to Macedon 
with a wonderful three-concert program, starting with 
Vivaldi Gloria on Saturday April 30 at 3 pm. 

Moving further ahead in the year, the choir will per-
form Top Dozen Choral Classics on Saturday August 
13 at 3 pm, and Ceremony of Carols on Saturday 
December 3 at 3 pm.

I urge everyone to book early as seating is limit-
ed. Bookings are open for all three concerts at www.
auschoir.com  

Winston Deason
Secretary, Friends of Music at Resurrection Inc. 

The Mount Players are looking 
forward to their first production 
for 2022, Love Song, written by 
John Kolvenbach and directed 
by talented Melbourne director 
Travis Handcock. After being 

postponed twice last year this beautiful and poignant 
play is scheduled to open on Friday, February 18.

The story revolves around Beane, an exile from 
life – an oddball. His well-meaning sister, Joan, and 
brother-in-law try to make time for him in their busy 
lives, but no one can get through. 

Following a burglary at his apartment, Joan is 
baffled to find her brother blissfully happy, and tries 
to unravel the story behind Beane’s mysterious 
new love Molly. Funny, enchanting and wonderfully 
touching, this offbeat comedy is a rhapsody to the 
power of love in all its forms.

The season will run from February 18 to March 6. 
To book tickets go to www.themountplayers.com or 
call 5426 1892 for assistance.  

See you at the theatre.
Karen Hunt

Harry (played by Peter Bevin) and Joan (played by 
Chenoah Eljan) having a heart to heart over the issue of 
Joan's brother 'Beane'.

A mizuhiki piece by Anna 
Konecny

Mount Players 
present 'Love Song'

The Seraphim Trio
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5428 8800  
3/31 Brantome St, Gisborne  

www.thespa.com.au

REFRESH,  
REVITALISE  
+ RENEW

  Anti-Ageing Facials + Peels
 Micro Needling
 Microdermabrasion
 LED Light Therapy
 Cosmetic Injectables
 Waxing
 Manicures + Pedicures
 Massages

Bryce Stevens – Dip Therapeutic Massage

Remedial Massage Clinic – Mt Macedon

By Appointment: 0419 393 733
1 hr  $90       ½ hr  $55

Health Funds and Credit Cards accepted

Come and Try 
Day for Singers 
on February 5

The Gisborne Singers are 
planning their “Come and Try 
Day” on Saturday February 
5, COVID restrictions willing. 

Please note that the venue is the Singers' usual 
practice venue, the Gisborne Uniting Church at 23 
Brantome Street (previously wrongly advertised as 
the Gisborne Anglican Church). 

The event is a special session which will run from 
2 to 5pm with usual choir members in attendance and 
a delicious afternoon tea provided. 

Interested choristers ranging from experienced to 
beginners are welcome and encouraged to attend.  
Prior singing experience and the ability to read music, 
although advantageous, is not essential.

If you’re interested in a new activity after the soul-
searching of the past two years, then joining The 
Gisborne Singers might be just the thing you need! 
We are an un-auditioned community choir singing a 
range of music from classical to popular. 

We also have a very flexible problem-solving 
strategy for ever-changing COVID restrictions.  

Musical director Luke Severn and accompanist 
Anna Clarke share their musical knowledge in a fun 
and welcoming environment. 

Please note that we have a double COVID 
vaccination policy, a thorough sign-in process and 
choir members will be wearing masks on the day.       

The first concerts for this year are performances of 
the opera Dido and Aeneas by Henry Purcell planned 
for May. Small solo parts give choristers a chance to 
sing with professional soloists. 

For further enquiries please go to www.
gisbornesingers.org.au  or phone 0408 156 263.

Alison Kinghorn

Our 2021 year ended happily on December 8 after 
our general meeting and Christmas lunch at Macedon 
Lounge with 30 members attending. Three new 
members have come to learn croquet; we welcome 
Sue, Pat and Norma. Hopefully we can entice some 
more women and men to join us in 2022.

Some members played over the Christmas period 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays and more 
after January 5. Our summer season has now 
begun. At the general meeting, all members voted 
that all members should be double vaxxed unless 
medically exempt.

The aggregate was not awarded in 2021 due to 
the lack of play.

Olwyn was thanked for her work managing the 

housekeeping. Thanks to Lesla for taking on this 
role this year, thanks also to Ros and Ken for their 
garden maintenance and to Gill, Olwyn, Elizabeth 
and president Noelene for keeping the club running 
in very trying circumstances throughout 2021.

Hopefully special events can take place this year. 
Pennant will be in house only at present. It may 
be possible to hold a six-week competition each 
Thursday beginning in February.

Angela has been a marvellous secretary keeping 
us in touch during COVID. However, she is resigning 
so we need a new secretary with computer skills.

Here’s hoping for an uninterrupted playing season 
in 2022. Faye Armstrong
Sport pages 34-37

The artists of Macedon are planning to open their 
studios to the public on the weekend of February 26-
27. This weekend follows successful Open Studios 
held in February, April and November last year.

Eight local artists will welcome visitors to their 
studios where you can see them at work while 
they share their processes and artistic vision in 
the different mediums – pottery, drawing, painting, 
textiles and printmaking. 

The studios, large and small, are all in garden 

settings a short distance of each other. There will 
also be a display at Top of the Range tearooms at 
the summit of Mt Macedon.

All work is for sale so you may take home a 
unique piece of artwork.

Come and enjoy summer in Macedon combining 
art and food from the nearby cafes. Look for 
brochures at local cafes especially the Gallery Mt 
Macedon or Trading Post or see us on Instagram.

Colleen Weste 0419 009 030

Open Studios in February

Craig Lidgerwood at work in his studio.          Jo Hoyne works on a drawing.

Macedon Ranges Croquet Club news

 
 
 

TENORS AND BASSES  
ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED  

 

FOR THE NEXT CHORAL PRODUCTION 
 

“ELIJAH” by FELIX MENDELSSOHN 
 

Rehearsals at Holy Cross School  
Hamilton Road, New Gisborne 

on 
TUESDAYS AT 7.30 PM 

Contact President Grainne Black 0423 769 643  
or D’arcy Wood  5428 3040 
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Tax Accounting, Business Advice, Virtual CFO 
& Bookkeeping | Xero Certified Advisor

5 HAMILTON STREET GISBORNE 
 0418 566 635

kennedysaccountants.com.au

Expert Pruning,
Design, Landscaping, 
Planting, Mowing, 
Weeding.

Reliable, 
14 years local 
experience. 
Fully Insured.

Revitalise Revitalise 
Your GardenYour Garden

Ian and Melanie Matthews 
and Trained Staff

MACEDON GARDENING

0402 46 46 00

Residents will soon see some extraordinary work by 
local artists thanks to a project designed to use visual 
expression to explore mental health issues. 

The Art Bomb Project, coordinated by Macedon 
Ranges Suicide Prevention Action Group (MRSPAG) 
and funded by North Western Melbourne Primary 
Health Network (NWMPHN), will showcase work of 
visual artists from Romsey, Gisborne and Kyneton. 

Project artists – Aimee Timpson, Fiona Farrugia, 
Mark Ingall and Lachlan McKenzie – share a com-
mon bond. All have experienced mental health chal-
lenges, and find art a useful strategy for dealing with 
the ups and downs of trauma and recovery. 

The artworks will be installed in prominent loca-
tions in Gisborne, Woodend, Kyneton and Romsey. 
They will help bridge the gaps between the broader 
community and those who have confronted thoughts 
of suicide or struggled with their mental health. 

Organisers say the aim is to change perceptions 
around a difficult but critically important subject. 

“It is impressive to see these artists sparking tough 
conversations within the community through their art 
and potentially inspiring others to explore creative 
pursuits for mental wellbeing,” said MRSPAG com-
mittee member and Macedon Ranges Art Trail man-
ager Nadine Hartnett. 

“Artists do not usually get to present their work so 
publicly and are not as forthcoming about their per-
sonal challenges as this group.” 

Aimee Timpson, 37, of Gisborne, sees producing 
art as a way to bring mental illness out of the shad-

Creatures of habit
Well, the holidays are over 
and it’s time for me to return 
to work this month. After a 
couple of months of waking 
up and wondering ‘what day 
is it today?’, I figured the best 
way to snap out of the holiday 
haze was by getting back to my 
routines. 

Humans are creatures of habit 
and research has shown that 
putting in place daily routines 
can improve productivity, 
physical health, relationships 
and reduce stress and anxiety. Routines provide 
a positive structure in our day to help us manage 
our mental health and wellbeing and to cope with 
change and disruption.

A healthy lifestyle includes regular routines, 
with ‘regular’ being the key word here – such as 
the daily consumption of nutritious foods, regular 
physical activity and consistent sleep. But regular 
healthy habits don’t happen overnight, so it might 
take a few weeks for you to get back into the 
swing of things.

Start by setting small goals. Now that I am 
back at work, I need to get up earlier (none of 
this sleeping in any more during the work week!), 
so I have started going to bed earlier to ensure 
that I still get enough sleep so that I can wake up 
feeling rested. I prefer to exercise in the morning 
so I try to schedule a regular exercise time each 
day and stick to it. I have also started to replace 
my holiday eating plan with healthier eating. But 
it’s okay if you find that life gets in the way on 
some days. Just start again the next day. 

I read the following meme recently which 
sums it all up for me: “Be kind to yourself. Let go 
of the bad days behind you and focus on all of the 
good days ahead. Life isn’t always perfect, and 
neither are we. There will be days that don’t go 
as planned, and there will be days that exceed all 
of your expectations. It’s about balance; it’s about 
taking the good with the bad.”

Take care of yourselves everyone.
Julie

By Julie 
Ireland

A regular 
article about 

general health Artists on show for mental health
 Local creators to raise awareness and money for suicide prevention

Artists Aimee Timpson, Fiona Farrugia and Mark Ingall with 
Sine O’Dowd (second from right) who will be facilitating a 
mental health awareness art installation with secondary 
students. Picture: Sylvia Franzen

ows. “I use my art to try and make this sort of conver-
sation one that should be common,” she says. “We 
feel (and this still happens) ashamed of who we are 
because our mind is working in a different way.” 

Fiona Farrugia, 36, also of Gisborne, regards art 
as a direct personal therapy linked to several recent 
life events. 

“It’s fair to say my own mental health has been 
challenged and continues to be challenged,” Fiona 
says. “Painting is my escape – I have been my most 
creative when I’ve been at my lowest.” 

The Art Bomb opens in March. At the end of their 
seasons, MRSPAG will auction artworks to raise 
funds to continue its work in suicide prevention. 

Are you the parent or carer of a teenage boy in the 
Macedon Ranges? Starting next month, a series of 
workshops will provide some practical tools to help 
you strengthen the relationship between you and 
your teenager.

In the six weekly online workshops between March 
8 and April 26, the group will come together to explore 
how harmful, outdated masculine stereotypes can 
affect the health and wellbeing of not only the boys in 
their life but also the wider community. They will learn 
some key tools, mindsets and strategies to support 

Raising teenage boys in the Macedon Ranges
boys as they grow into adulthood. 

Boys are masters at disengaging, so each 
week new skills will be shared on how to improve 
communication with them and foster a deeper sense 
of connection and understanding with them.  

To register for this free program, go to www.
surveymonkey.com/r/raisingboysinMR 

This free program is provided by Sunbury and 
Cobaw Community Health with funding support 
from VicHealth, Central Victorian Primary Care 
Partnership, and Community Bank Gisborne.  
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PRIVATE HEALTH        NDIS           DVA         WORKCOVER          TAC         MEDICARE   

Skin and Nail Problems       Nail Surgery       Diabetes Assessments           Sports Injuries
Orthotics and Footwear        Foot Pain           Foot Ulcers and Wounds       Children’s Feet

PPhh::  11330000  4444  7777  6633  ((  11330000  GGIISSPPOODD  ))

Gisborne Podiatry
SHERIDAN GILBERT– PODIATRIST

18 Brantome Street (inside Priceline)

Ph 1300 44 77 63 (1300 GISPOD)
Skin and Nail Problems, Nail Surgery, Diabetes Assessments, Sports Injuries, Orthotics and Footwear, 

Foot Pain, Foot Ulcers and Wounds, Children’s Feet

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NO SURCHARGES - NO BOOKING FEES - NO TOLLS 

Your local driver, servicing  
Macedon Ranges & Sunbury 

 

 
 
 
 

 

0468 347 742 

AIRPORT & CITY TRANSFERS 

PRE-BOOKED at a 
FIXED PRICE 

 

EFTPOS & All Major Credit Cards  

www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au 
 
www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au 

 

Thanks to all those people 
who logged on and bought 
tickets for the 2021 Cubby 
House. Because of your 
community spirit (or desire 
to own a magnificent, 
custom-built little house) we 

raised $7,010 for Gisborne Foodbank.
The cubby was installed just before Christmas, 

ready for the new occupants Ivy and Ian (pictured 
on page 6) to take up residence.

It just goes to show that when like-minded 
people with a community spirit get together, 
amazing things can happen. 

More than 20 Shedmen contributed to this 
project in either construction, administration or 
promotion. It was a great way to finish off our year 
despite the COVID-related challenges. 

Nearly every month we tell you to drop in any 
Monday or Thursday to see what we’re all about. 

However, like everyone else, we’re not sure 
what COVID has in store for us in 2022 so before 
you visit, perhaps it would be prudent to contact 
us via email at gisbornemensshed@live.com to 
make sure our doors are open. 

But whatever the New Year throws at us we’ll 
still be operating, either in The Shed or online.

BETTY'S BETTY'S 
BOOPBOOP
With Betty Doolan

First I must wish you all a very happy and safe 
2022. Our Christmas here didn’t quite work out 
the way residents would have liked. The Oaks 
went into lockdown so that meant residents 
had to stay in their rooms, and that included at 
meal times. The staff had to wear blue plastic 
coveralls which are very hot. I don’t want to 
depress you by telling you how awful our 
Christmas dinner was, served on paper plates 
and cold. Even the Christmas pudding was too 
hard to get your spoon into.

A cheer went up when lockdown was over 
on Christmas afternoon. The next day I went 
to Maureen and Gary’s place and that was my 
Christmas Day.

Residents were looking forward to the New 
Year but again we were in lockdown (sorry 
about all of the complaining).

However, I must give credit where credit is 
due, Benetas has kept the Oaks’ residents free 
from COVID-19 and we are lucky to have the 
most wonderful staff. They have worked double 
shifts and sometimes missed their meal breaks. 
These amazing staff looked after us when our 
families couldn’t. We are proud of our staff so 
on behalf of all the residents of the Oaks we 
say a very big ‘Thankyou”.

One of our residents, Robyn, who does 
sewing, started making headbands and they 
made lovely Christmas gifts and it was nice to 
see some of our staff wearing them.

My son Gary has always made dolls’ houses 
and cubby houses – it was part of his furniture-
making business – but now he and his wife 
Maureen are designing beautiful dolls’ houses, 
some as tall as a person.

I had a large Christmas present sent to me 
by my niece who lives in Frankston. The parcel 
contained a large framed Betty Boop stamp 
collection and I didn’t think she knew that I am 
known as Betty Boop. Thank you Dianne and 
a big thankyou to our wonderful postal service.

Stay safe.
Betty

Cubby House 
Raffle 
winners

Shedman Doug (MC for the raffle draw), Julie from Foodbank and 
Benetas CEO Sandra Hills who drew the raffle in December. 

Shedmen and guests at the drawing of the raffle.

Shedman and Benetas CEO Sandra Hills present the cheque 
to Foodbank volunteer Julie Ireland, right. At right of Sandra is 
Gazette representative Maxine Barker with the Bob the Builder 
raffle prize that went along with the cubby.

Hand knitted and
donated by Maxine 
Barker, Bob the Builder 
was discovered in 
the cubby by the 
winners' young 
son who was 
thrilled with 
the find.
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HELP WITH ADDICTION
A free weekly support group is starting this month 
in Kyneton for those wanting to cut down on their 
drinking, online shopping or other addictive behaviour 
that might have become a problem.

The group, SMART Recovery, run by Sunbury and 
Cobaw Community Health, helps people set realistic 
goals, identify their addiction triggers and teaches 
techniques to cope with urges and cravings.

By Bryan Power

Way back in 2011, Betty Doolan was asked by 
a member of the Life Enhancement Program 

team at Gisborne Oaks aged care home to write 
an article for the Gazette and thought that it would 
be a “one-off” effort. However, she received 
such encouraging feedback that she decided to 
continue, and here she is still going strongly at 
the age of 91, bringing the news of life in the Oaks 
every month to the readers of the Gazette.

Betty named her column after her favourite 
coupe doll – Betty Boop – and the column has 
continued with that name for 10 years. Betty was 
recently awarded a certificate of appreciation by 
the Gazette in grateful acknowledgment of her 
long service as a columnist.

Betty has been a resident at the Oaks in 
Gisborne for 16 years and came here following a 
serious accident following which she had to have 
her right leg amputated.

She was leaving a performance of Morning 
Melodies at Coolaroo and was about to get into 
the car of a friend when the driver in the adjacent 
car parking space suddenly reversed, knocking 
Betty to the ground and trapping her below the 
car.

After the operation Betty spent 12 months in 
hospital and rehabilitation but found it difficult 
managing at her home in Jacana so the offer of a 
double room at the Oaks was accepted. Betty is 

The story behind the popular 
'Betty's Boop' columnist

pleased to say that it was a very good decision to 
have been made at that time. 

“When the doors opened it was something 
beautiful. I’ve never regretted it because I couldn’t 
be better looked after as we have such lovely 
people here in Gisborne.”

Betty has coped well with the trauma associat-
ed with her accident. She refused to sue the car 
driver and has embraced the attitude that “If you 
brewed over a thing like that, your life stops there. 
You have to get over it.”

Betty was born in 1930, the daughter of Bill 
and Mona Leyton, and grew up in North 

Melbourne. Bill was a tram driver for 44 years and 
the family were keen North Melbourne footy club 
supporters. 

She attended St Aloysius’s school and then 
St Michael’s and later met her future husband 
Brian Doolan at a dance. Brian was a coffin 
maker with Tobin Brothers and later he became a 
Commonwealth Government driver. 

They established their home at Jacana and 
their two children, Gary and Judith grew up there. 
Betty now has eight grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren.

As she gets about Gisborne in her wheelchair, 
Betty is delighted to be told by people she meets 
how much they enjoy her columns, and these nice 
comments keep her going.

Betty  has gained as much enjoyment from writing her columns as readers have from reading them. 

It was previously run just for women but this year 
the group is open to all.

“The program can be applied to any addictive 
behaviour,” says the group facilitator, Staumn Hunder. 

Meetings are on Wednesdays at 1.30pm at Sunbury 
and Cobaw Community Health, 1 Caroline Chisholm 
Drive, Kyneton. To register or to express your interest 
in joining an evening group, contact Staumn Hunder 
on 5421 1666 or email Staumn.hunder@scchc.org.au.
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GISBORNE
CAB Co
ph:  5428 2444

GISBORNE
CAB Co

gisbornecabs.com.au

Hamilton Street  
Vets 
 
Providing high quality, friendly, veterinary services in 
the Macedon Ranges.   74 Hamilton Street, Gisborne.

Phone 5420 7000 for an appointment

Council is seeking 
feedback about water 
play facilities at MRSC 
pools – indoor and outdoor – to help guide planning 
and upgrades.

Director for Assets and Operations, Shane 
Walden, encouraged residents to provide feedback 
to help Council ensure future improvements met 
community needs.

“Interactive water play spaces are increasingly 

Last chance for 
students to seek 
bank scholarships

Local students 
starting university 
this year have 
until Wednesday 
February 8 to apply for a Community Bank Gisborne 
& District University Scholarship.

Bursaries of $5000 will be available for students 
who live in postcodes 3431, 3437, 3438, 3440 
and 3441, completed VCE in 2021 or 2020, and 
have been offered a full-time place at an Australian 
university in a bachelor’s degree course starting in 
2022.

In past years, scholarships of one-year (total 
$5000) and three-year (total $15,000) duration 
have been awarded, to students beginning a wide 
range of courses including teaching, science, arts, 
social work, law and commerce.

Eligibility criteria, assessment factors and 
applications are online. Search ‘Bendigo Bank 
scholarships’ and once on the application portal, 
search ‘Gisborne’ to apply for a branch scholarship.

Students may also be eligible for other 
scholarships of the Bendigo Bank network on the 
portal.

The Gisborne Bendigo Bank branch has helped 
17 local students start university with success and 
is keen to support more as part of its reinvestment 
of profits in youth.

Pop into the Gisborne Bendigo Bank branch with 
any questions. 

Gisborne 
Probus 
enjoys 
end of year 
clebration
Gisborne Probus members 
were very fortunate to be 
able to get together early 
in December to celebrate 
Christmas. After not meeting 
for many months, it was also a 
celebration of meeting face-to-
face again. 

The enjoyable lunch was 
held at the Telegraph Hotel 
amidst much animated 
conversation as everyone took 
the opportunity to catch up 
with friends again.

The club hopes to be able to 
resume activities in February. 
Members will be kept informed 
via email and newsletter.

Anne Ciesielski

Have your say on water play facilities at local pools

popular, family-friendly spaces," he said. 
“We’re keen to find out how the facilities are 

currently being used, and what you’d like to see 
available at our pools in the future."

To have your say, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay or 
call 5422 0333.

Printed copies of the survey are also available at 
Gisborne Aquatic Centre.

The survey closes on February 24.
Noel McMahon

Communications Officer

Norma, Dot, Pam, Di and Frances enjoyed the Probus Christmas get-together at 
the Telegraph Hotel.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 acts under its own Australian Financial Services Licence number and under an agreement with a range of insurers. See target market determination:

Bendigo
insurance
The unexpected happens.

With Bendigo Bank, you'll have insurance to rely on.

To protect what matters to you, search Bendigo Bank
Insurance.

Community Bank • Gisborne 5420 7210

Community Bank Scholarships
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Open on Wednesday and Friday
10am to 3pm

We are here to provide temporary
food assistance for those in need

Enter via Heritage Way at the back of the
Gisborne Uniting Church
Enquiries: 0492 850 520

Email: gisborneccf@gmail.com

• Over 20 years’ experience 
servicing pools and spas in the area.

• Maintenance, pumps, filters, 
chlorinators , controllers, blankets.

• Specialising in water and energy efficient 
technologies.

Mobile pool and spa service

Call Daniel

0416 289 898
dan@smartpoolservices.com.au

Welcome to 2022 to all our 
GisBus passengers. Hopefully 
Santa was good to all the kids 
and Mums and Dads enjoyed 
the festive season.

School is back and we have 
extremely limited positions for 
students available on some of 
our services. It has always been our practice for the 
children who used the service in the previous year 
to retain their seats the next year. Please enquire 
about options via our booking service on the website 
(gisbus.com.au) for those limited positions.

Good luck to all the younger kids who are now 

eligible to receive their first COVID injections. 
Unfortunately some of our passengers are failing 

to wear masks or registering the QR Code when 
boarding the bus. Remember unless you have 
a valid exemption you MUST wear masks on any 
public transport. 

Please be respectful of the driver and other 
passengers because contracting any variant of 
COVID can have extreme consequences, not just 
loss of employment. Any Gisbus driver falling ill will 
affect our services and it could just be the service you 
require that may be cancelled. 50% of our drivers 
have already received their booster shots and the 
others have made bookings.   

1300 447 287
gisbus.com.au

“Can I share an ice-cream with my 
dog?” There are a few tips and tricks 
to clarify here first. It is not a simple 
“yes”.  Many dogs suffer some degree 

of intolerance to dairy 
foods. So sharing the traditional 
cool creamy cone might end up 
giving your puppy more than you 
bargained for with the soft serve: A 
bout of diarrhoea! 

Another hidden hazard when 
sharing human treats is the 
ingredient of Xylitol, an artificial 
sweetener often found in soft-serves 
and frozen yogurts (also in diet 
drinks and some cordials).  

Dogs cannot metabolise Xylitol 
safely. They sustain an excess 

Kids are wheely 
mobile these days

Cool treats for the summer heat

Back to school on the bus

insulin response causing hypoglycaemia, as well 
as toxicity to their liver resulting in serious damage. 

 Instead of sharing your soft serve cone, try 
creating home-made puppy-popsicles instead. 

Use blended and frozen melon, 
bananas, watermelon, strawberries 
or peaches (don’t use a wooden stick 
– we don’t want her/him chewing and 
swallowing those either!)

Just pour the mixture into ice 
cube trays and add these to the 
water bowl. If your dog prefers a 
savoury selection, you could cook 
up a concoction of skinless chicken 
pieces, pumpkin or carrots, and 
puree and freeze these for a delicious 
doggy lip-smacking safe summer 
snack!

Spotted in Gisborne in January: Blair on his all-terrain 
hover board and CJ on her off-road board that has 
flashing lights and can even play music.

Watermelon and carrot 
'pupsicles' await a lucky 
hot pooch.

The Gazette crew had its Christmas breakup lunch 
at Gisborne Golf Club. From left: Corinne Shaddock, 
webmaster Thomas Shaddock, Katrina Buttigieg, Deb 
Fleming, Maxine Barker, Dorothy Murray, Patsy Smith, 
Mike Smith, Bryan Power, Pip Butler and Chris Fleming.

Council is looking for young people aged 15-25 in the 
Macedon Ranges to get involved in the revamped 
Youth Ambassador Program. The new-look program 
includes two innovative initiatives,  ‘Green Means Go’ 
and ‘Leaders in the Loop’. Green Means Go gives 
funding and project support to young people who 
have a passion project they want to get started, or 

one they want to keep going, by offering  up to $1,000 
for selected projects and skills support. Leaders in 
the Loop gives young people a seat and a say by 
bringing young leaders into decision-making loops 
offering payment to them for their time and input. 

To find out more, register or pitch your project, visit 
mrsc.vic.gov.au/youth/leadership or call 5422 0333. 

Listening to tomorrow’s leaders today

Vet TalkVet Talk With local vet Dr Caitlin Horwood-Skelton

Professional Travel Adviser
Joanne McFadyen

‘We come to you’

mobile travel agents

m: 0407 432 520
e: jmcfadyen@mtatravel.com.au

www.mtatravel.com.au/jmcfadyen

Joanne McFadyen
Professional Travel Advisor

With over 30 years’ experience in the 
travel industry, in addition to extensive 
travel throughout the world, I have a 

wealth of travel experience and 
knowledge to offer, plus I can come to 

you to create your ultimate travel 
experience.

p: p: 1300 365 688 (Ext 672)
m: 0407 432 520

e: jmcfadyen@mtatravel.com.au
w: www.mtatravel.com.au/jmcfadyen

Discover a whole new way to travel!

FIND OUT MORE
www.mtatravel.com.au/jmcfadyen

Let’s meet to discuss your travel plans
Contact me on t: 1300 365 688 (ext 672)

‘We come to you’

m: 0407 432 520
e: jmcfadyen@mtatravel.com.au

mobile travel agents
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mobile travel agents
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Let's celebrate the New Year 
Let's celebrate the New Year 

with new holiday plans!
with new holiday plans!
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mobile travel agents

Professional Travel Adviser
Joanne McFadyen

www.facebook.com/Joanne McFadyenMTA/
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KIDS' CORNERKIDS' CORNER Proudly sponsored by Sacred Heart College Kyneton

RICHARD WELCH
LIBERAL FOR McEWEN

ADVERTISEMENT

Authorised by Sam McQuestin, 
Liberal Party of Australia (Victorian Division), 

L12, 257 Collins Street, Melbourne VIC 3000.  Richard.Welch@vic.liberal.org.au    RichardWelchMcEwen   RichardWelch.com.au

spot the differencejokes & Riddles
Now just relax. There’s no need to worry.
But doctor, this is my first operation and I’m 
really nervous.
Well, it’s my first operation as well and 
I can tell you that I’m very nervous too.

When I was ten I ran away with the circus 
but the police made me bring it back.

What’s the difference between a dinosaur 
and a sandwich?
Well, for one thing, a sandwich doesn’t 
weigh three tonnes. 

The mother kangaroo complained because 
she had seven joeys in her pouch.
She said, “These sleepovers are killing me!”

How many roadies does it take to change a 
light bulb?
One, two! One, two! One, two!

Why is a boat the cheapest form of 
transportation?
Because it runs on water.
 
Summer is the time when it is too hot to do 
the jobs it was too cold to do in winter.

Dad bought a very smart dog from a fitter 
and turner; when he brought it home it 
immediately made a bolt for the door.

junior QUIZjunior QUIZ

Answers page 39
Can you find 5 differences between the pictures?

The new kindergarten on the Willowbank Estate 
is located at the southern end of the Willowbank 
Primary School grounds and the three-year-olds and 
four-year-olds attending there will be able to share 
many of the facilities at the school. 

There are plans for a buddy system to be 
established between the school and the kinder.

The kindergarten is one of 14 that have been 
developed by Northern Schools Early Years Cluster 
and 12 of them are incorporated within school 
grounds with shared facilities.

The kinder will start with one group of 22 and this 

will grow to 33 children before a second group is 
created. Enrolments are being taken; fees are $370 
per term and concessions are available.

Gisborne resident Felicity De Jonge will be the 
teacher and Tara Schofield the educator who will 
assist Felicity.

The new kindergarten is a wonderful asset for 
Gisborne.

Northern Schools Early Years Cluster CEO Sigi Hyett, 
Operations Manager Elicia Napoli, the Cluster management 

team and the Victorian Schools Building Authority have 
worked hard to bring the project to fruition.

1  Which two animals are 
on the Australian coat of 
arms?

2  Which AFL team is 
called The Blues?

3  Who formulated the 
equation E = MC squared?

44  What is the longest river 
in South America?

5  Which car manufacturer 
makes the Model 3?

6  After Federation, which 
city was Australia’s capital 
until 1927?

7  How many items are 
there in a gross?

88  What is the Roman 
numeral for 2022?

9  Cerulean is a shade of 
what colour?

10 The Eureka Stockade 
occurred in which Victorian 
city in 1854?

New kinder in South Gisborne opens with new school



Gisborne Gazette February 2022 17

SCHOOL'S  INSCHOOL'S  INProudly sponsored by
ALAN PERRY, BJ JPALAN PERRY, BJ JP

'Spirit of the community'

52 Aitken St,  Gisborne  
(next to the Salvos)

5420 7778 
bodyfitpilatesandyoga.com

4 class trial - $50
(for first time visitors only -

does not include clinical pilates)

What is Clinical Pilates? 

30 minute clinical assessment - $60 
. Seniors discounts available

 

Clinical Pilates is perfect for people who
need to build strength or flexibility after

injury or operations. The tailored
classes are also suitable for seniors or

others with mobility issues and
pregnant/post partum ladies.

Private sessions available or 4 participants
maximum per class

News from Gisborne 
Secondary College

We hope all in our community have 
had a wonderful summer break. We 
are thrilled to be able to introduce 
our new College Captains for 2022 
who you will be hearing from in the 
Gazette regularly throughout the 

year. Congratulations Bridget H and Oscar J on 
your appointment to these leadership positions.

We couldn’t be prouder of the efforts and results 
of our Class of ’21. We had two Duxes, Emma B and 
Tara T, who each attained an ATAR of 98.15. The 
following students also attained ATARs in the 90s 
– Ruby L, Lola H, Isabella E, Zoe S, Joseph D and 
Timothy E. 

Seventeen per cent of our scored VCE students 
received an ATAR over 80; Beth W received a perfect 
study score of 50 in Visual Communication Design; 
there were 23 individual study scores over 40.

A high number of our 2021 Year 12 students have 
applied for university and/or TAFE programs, with 
the most popular applications made to La Trobe 
(both Bundoora and Bendigo), Victoria University, 
Federation University, Monash University, RMIT 
and the University of Melbourne. The most 
popular courses are speech pathology, health 
science, osteopathy, nursing/midwifery, nutrition, 
psychology, business management, commerce, 
media/communications, law, sports management 
and primary and secondary education.  

A number of our VCAL students have successfully 
obtained full time employment in apprenticeships/
traineeships in areas of roof plumbing, carpentry, 
plumbing, hairdressing and real estate.

We hope 2022 is a great year for everyone and 
that our students are especially looking forward to a 
productive school year. 

Susanne Tzamouranis

New 
adventures 
await
Mrs
McCann
St Brigid’s beloved 
Kathleen McCann retired 
at the end of 2021. She 
has been with us for many 
years and it was a sad 
farewell for our number 
one St Kilda supporter.

To celebrate Kathleen 
and her outstanding 
contribution to the St 
Brigid’s community, we 
gathered as a school 
and joined in some 
activities involving some 
of Kathleen’s favourite things: 
music, dancing and having 
a good time. We finished the 
farewell off with a big guard of 
honour to cheer and say thank 
you for everything she has 
done for us over the years. 

From all of us in the St 
Brigid’s community, we would 
like to say a massive thank 
you to Kathleen for all of her 
commitment, encouragement 
and positivity: You have done 
so much for our community 
and we are very appreciative. 
We wish Kathleen all the best 
for her new adventure. 

We would also like to say 
a big congratulations to the 
amazing graduating class 
of 2021. They showed great 
resilience, dedication and a 
positive attitude throughout the 
past two years in challenging 
circumstances.

The year 6 students 
celebrated the end of their 
primary school journey with a 
fun-filled day out at Funfields 
and a super-awesome ‘Wizard 
of Oz’ themed graduation at 
the Gisborne Golf Course.

We wish them all the best 
for secondary school. 

Grades 3 and 4s farewell Mrs Kath 
McCann (above), and at right, Mrs 
McCann goes through a guard of 
honour. 
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SCHOOL'S IN

Are you experiencing a separation? 
Do you need legal advice to help you  
at this challenging and emotional time?

Appointments by Zoom,  
Facetime and Skype available.

reception@romermaud.
com.au
romermaud.com.au

 Romermaud

 03 9070 9856
Call us to arrange  
a no-obligation  
appointment today

Operating in Melbourne, Macedon Ranges, and Bendigo

Property Settlements  •  Parenting Matters  •  Divorces   
Family Violence Orders  •  Court Appearances  •  Married, De-Facto  
and LGBTQI Couples and Families  •  Mediation and Dispute Resolution

We are accredited to provide legal aid services for eligible clients.

@ The Gallery Mt Macedon
4th-30th April 2022
Entries close March 15th online
Entry forms & further information: 
www.thegallerymtmacedon.com.au
Phone 0418 488 582

First Prize $1000
Peoples’ Choice $500
12-16 years $100
8-11 years $50

PORTRAITS ON THE MOUNT

PORTRAIT PRIZE

Open to all Macedon 
Ranges Shire residents

SCHOOL AWARD 
PRESENTATIONS 

Presentations of the Gazette's annual awards of $50 to two 
students from each school were made in December. Here 

are the lucky recipients and family members. 

Holy Cross: Mia Freijaj with Mum Louise and 
Dad John.

Bullengarook: Lily Rose Dunne and Ethan Nicolls 
with teacher Garry Heald. St Brigid's: Xavier Thornton with Mum Erin. 

St Brigid's: Amelia McDougall with Dad 
John and brother Lachlan.

Macedon Primary School: Alexa Rogers and Noah Rocard with proud parents.

Holy Cross: Lachlan Barnes with Mum 
Jodie and Dad Todd.
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SCHOOL'S IN

Designs Caddick 
Building Designers 
Registered Building Practitioner 

www.caddickdesigns.com.au 

 Building Advice 
 New House & Extension Designs 
 Commercial & Industrial Design 
 Planning Permit Processing 
 Energy Rating & BAL Reports 

Over 30 Years Service to Sunbury & Macedon Ranges - MOVED TO THE MACEDON RANGES -

Clothing, Footwear, Toys, Lunchboxes & Gifts For Newborn to 14 Years

 

5/29 Hamilton Street, 

Gisborne VIC 3437

0423 111 009

www.stickyfingersboutique.com.au

Graduation night
We were very fortunate at the end 
of last year to be able to farewell 
our Year Six children in style. 

A longstanding tradition at 
Holy Cross is that Year 5 parents 
plan and set up 
the evening with 

past Year 7 children coming back to 
help with waiting on tables for the 
night. The theme for 2021 was the 
Tokyo Olympics and like every year 
the care, enthusiasm and attention to 
detail was incredible. A special thank 
you to Broadie and Auzie who made 
our Olympic rings, Olympic flame and 
podium!

However, on the night it is always 
our graduates who shine. Our Year 
6 captains, Sadie Collins and Ryan 
Coats put a lot of thought into their 
speeches which made us laugh as well 
as reminisce on all the events that led 
to this night. 

Thank you to Bryan Power who 

presented Mia Freijah and Lachlan Barnes their 
Gazette awards. Ciara Ryan received the Salesian 
College scholarship and Millie Erwin received the 
Sacred Heart scholarship. A big congratulations to 
these students. 

Graduation is always an emotional 
evening for the adults in the room 
remembering the little Preps who 
started seven years earlier now 
looking all grown up and ready to 
start their high school journey. 

At the end of the evening, while 
watching the video of those moments 
through their schooling, there are 
always a few tears of pride from both 
parents and staff. 

We are so proud of our children 
and we wish them all the very best 
as they are getting ready to start their 
high school journey. We can’t wait to 
hear about their new adventures. 

Kellie McDonald
 New principal to promote outdoor 
 education  page 20

Holy Cross farewells Class of '21
 Thomas 

Gusak, Alex 
Kelessy and 

Lachlan Barnes 
were happy 
with their 

podium finish 
at their Grade 6 

Graduation. 

Lenny McMahon 
and Tom Borg, 

members of our 
Class of 2021

Piper O’Meara celebrates her Grade 6 Graduation with 
parents Ryan and Haley.

HOLY CROSS PRIMARY SCHOOL
ST. BRIGID'S PARISH

Millie Erwin with her parents 
Paul and Sue. Millie received 
the Sacred Heart scholarship.



Gisborne Gazette  February 202220

SCHOOL'S IN

(03) 5428 0300 | mrh.org.au
5 Neal Street, Gisborne 5 Neal Street, Gisborne T (03) 5428 0375 AD

V-
M

RH
-A

HP
 2

02
1-

11
 S

W

Establish yourself in the healthcare field at Allied Health Plus, a leading 
provider of privately-funded allied health services in Gisborne.

By providing our clients with easier access to a range of high-quality care 
services, we empower them to pursue their health, fitness and wellbeing 
goals at their own pace. Our services are open to people of all ages meaning 
our clinicians get to work with people at varying stages of life.

In response to our growing demand for services, we are currently 
welcoming qualified Allied Health professionals to consult at our centre. 

Enjoy the flexibility of developing your own schedule while you grow your 
own client base and gain valuable experience with a reputable provider.

For more information visit 
ahplus.com.au or call (03) 5428 0375.

Make a difference  
at Macedon Ranges Health
If you’re an allied health professional with a passion for supporting  
your local community, consider a role at Macedon Ranges Health.

Macedon Ranges Health is an innovative not-for-profit organisation 
delivering leading-edge allied health care to older people living in  
Gisborne and surrounds.

Committed to helping people live their best lives, we strive for the very 
best outcomes for our clients whilst working in a happy and supportive 
environment. Our clinicians enjoy a varied and purposeful role with a 
competitive remuneration package, strong job security and excellent 
development and leadership opportunities.

We are currently seeking qualified Physiotherapists, Occupational 
Therapists and Podiatrists to join our team. 

Visit mrh.org.au or call (03) 5428 0300 to find out more.

Allied Health Professionals needed. 
Build your career with us.

Cooking up some fun: Billy cart races were part of the 
fun on the final day of school at Macedon Primary 
School in December.

Macedon Primary School

Outdoor education set to thrive
The new Principal at Holy Cross Prima-
ry, Ireland-born Aoife McCarthy, is keen to 
see outdoor education flourish as part of 
the school’s curriculum.

Having taught in Melbourne for many 
years, Aoife (pronounced Eefa) is happy 
to be back in the green fields of a semi-ru-
ral location which remind her of her happy 
childhood days growing up in the country-
side of County Waterford.

The vineyard and olive grove at the 
school are doing well but much work is 
planned to improve the infrastructure, including the 
upgrading of an outdoor learning area to further en-
hance opportunities for learning from the land.

Aoife is the middle child of a family of three. Like 
her mother, her sister is a nurse; her father is a panel 
beater and her brother works in IT, so they are a 
multi-skilled family. Aoife’s enthusiasm for reading 
was fostered by her mother and a local librarian, and 
with her keen curiosity to learn about the world and 
everything in it, she became a voracious reader.

After completing teacher training in Limerick, Aoife 
set off backpacking with friends to really see those 
places she had read about. She travelled through Af-
rica, South-East Asia, North and South America and 
then on to New Zealand and Australia, where she 
met a young man named Cameron who eventually 
convinced her, in 2004, to make this country her new 
home.

Throughout her 17 years in Australia Aoife has 

taught in various Melbourne Catho-
lic schools, her last one before com-
ing to New Gisborne being St John’s in 
Footscray, a very multicultural and for-
ward-thinking school where she was the 
Deputy Principal for the past four years.

In her short time at Holy Cross Aoife 
has found the children, staff and parents 
wonderfully welcoming and she recog-
nises and appreciates the close-knit na-
ture of the local community here.

In conference with the staff late last 
year Aoife was delighted to reach consensus on the 
philosophical direction in which the school should be 
heading in 2022. Together they came up with a state-
ment to encapsulate how children are viewed at Holy 
Cross. This statement will form the basis on which 
staff plan the teaching and learning experiences of-
fered to students.  

The children are the centre. They are key to every-
thing, and all decisions are made with their best in-
terests at heart. "We see each child as a unique indi-
vidual with their own story, experience and qualities", 
Aoife said. Each child is on their own personal faith 
journey. Children at Holy Cross are lifelong learners 
who take risks, show empathy, resilience and kind-
ness. They inquire and explore, following their own 
unique curiosities and aspirations. 

I am sure we all wish Aoife and the team at Holy 
Cross well in their efforts to achieve these inspiring 
goals.  Interviewed by Bryan Power

Aoife McCarthy
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Proudly sponsored by 
Bruce Ellis, Chiropractor SCOUTINGSCOUTING

RAMS Home Loans Northern Melbourne 
  Shop 7, 50 Aitken Street, Gisborne

Chris Lee 
 5420 7951

More Information: Credit criteria, fees and charges apply. RAMS Home Loans Northern Melbourne is owned and operated by In Unity Pty Ltd ABN 87 114 063 071. Credit provider and issuer of RAMS deposit products: Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 
233714. 22032/1021

RAMS loves 
the Macedon 
Ranges.
Chris and the team at RAMS Gisborne have been 
supporting the home ownership dreams of Macedon 
Ranges locals for more than 20 years. Speak to the 
team to see how they could help you too, because 
home loans are what we do.

Safely harnessed, Cubs stack crates to reach the roof.

Ist Gisborne Scout Group finished 2021 on a high note with all 
sections getting out and about and having lots of fun. The Joeys 
went canoeing at The Res in Mount Macedon, the Cubs reached 
new heights with crate stacking at the Scout Hall, the Scouts 
enjoyed a surfing day at Anglesea and the Venturers braved some 
rather wild weather conditions on a hike in the Victorian Alps. The 
Leaders also enjoyed a well-earned end-of-year dinner together at 
a local restaurant. 

This year started on a high note as well with a contingent of 
Scouts from 1st Gisborne having the adventure of a lifetime at the 
Jamboree. They joined over 7000 Scouts, Leaders and volunteers 
at the Elmore Events Centre for 11 days of action-packed fun.  
Highlights of VicJam included the mud run, abseiling, laser tag, 

waterslides, night-time concerts and a fireworks display on the last 
night of camp. There were lots of tired but happy faces on the 
bus ride back to Gisborne, with stories to tell (and bags full of 
dirty clothes to wash!)  The Cubs also got to visit and see what a 
Jamboree is all about and now they are very keen to go to the 
next Jamboree in three years’ time.  

If you have ever thought about giving Scouts a go, there 
is no better time than now. It is all about having fun, building 
friendships and learning by doing. It equips young people with 
life skills such as teamwork and leadership, and gives them the 
tools to develop into strong and resilient adults. 

1st Gisborne is also looking for some new Leaders. No 
previous scouting experience? No problem. Training and 
support is provided by experienced Scout leaders from 
Scouts Australia and there is no cost involved. Training 
normally involves a combination of e-learning, 
practical experience and a few residential 
weekends. There is plenty of support on offer 
when you volunteer and you will be surrounded 
by like-minded people who want to play a 
part in helping young people grow and 
develop into being the best they can be.

For more information on becoming 
a Leader and/or enrolling your child, 
you can email us at info@1stgisborne. 
com.au 

Carolyn Goode, Assistant Joey Leader

News from 1st Gisborne Scout Group

Concert on the last night at VicJam.
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Year 
begins 
with 
jamboree
New Gisborne (Church of Christ) 
Scouts 
Our year began with the “VicJam” 
statewide jamboree at Elmore. Much 
fun was had amid the heat and dust 
with nine of our Scouts in Troop 128 
led by Russell and Assistant Leader 
Jacinta. Joey Leader Heather served 
at the Medical Aid Post. 

Three Venturers attended as youth 
helpers while our Cub Scouts had their 
own special day with 13 travelling up 
by bus with Leaders Denis and Jonno 
to attend “CubJam”. A good number 
of our Scout families came up for 
Visitors’ Day.

The Scouts had prepared 
intensively, working over the past 
year with camps, hikes and training 
of all kinds. Our Group is very proud 
of Victoria, who attended VicJam not 
long after qualifying for her highly 
esteemed Grey Wolf badge. Victoria’s 
brothers also attended, Harrison as a 
Venturer and Mitchell as a Scout.

Twenty-one Macedon-Woodend 
Scouts have just returned from the 
biggest scouting event of the past 
three years: VicJam. 

Over 4000 Scouts gathered at 
Elmore Victoria for a Jamboree with 
a multitude of exciting activities 
held over 10 days from December 
29 to January 8. They participated 
in mountain biking, canoeing, 

Guides return 
this month 

Gisborne Lightning 
Guides were disap-
pointed that the State 
Camp was once 
again cancelled due 

to the health risks but look forward to 
attending in April. 

Guides will resume on Thursday 
February 10. We meet on Thursday 
nights between 5 and 6:30pm at the 
Hall in Daly Reserve. We welcome 
enquiries from girls aged 7.5 or older to 
come and try Guiding. Phone Deb on 
0409 542 619 for details.

Proud mum Narelle welcomes home her three Scouts from the Jamboree. Left to right: 
Narelle, Victoria, Harrison and Mitchell.

Through these challenging times 
we remember our Law and Promise, 
living out “love thy neighbour”. 

Our thoughts and prayers continue 
for all frontline COVID workers.

We meet on Wednesdays, starting

February 9, 6:30 to 8pm, with Venturers 
on Fridays. However our schedule 
remains flexible due to COVID. Please 
contact Group Leader “Skipper” on 
0450 922 787 or johnfrearson@mac.
com to learn more.

Great memories of VicJam for everyone
rockclimbing, abseiling, 
caving, waterskiing, laser 
tag, splat ball, virtual 
reality, axe throwing, 
archery and a day at 
Funfields Water Park. 

In the evenings there 
was continual entertainment that 
ranged from live bands and fireworks 
to ring in the New Year and a pop-up 

cinema, to Scout Masterchef. They 
were challenged by the weather with 
the first few days being hot followed 
by thunder storms and some rain.

The next Australian Jamboree will 
be held in three years at Maryborough 
in Queensland. 

Macedon-Woodend scouts meet 
on either Monday or Tuesday 
evenings at the Macedon Scout Hall 

and both girls and boys between 11 
and 15 years of age are welcome to 
join us. 

For more information visit
macedonwoodendscouts.com

Simon Walliss
Scout Leader

     Fireworks on the last night at VicJam.
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Members of the Macedon Ranges Photographic 
Society are looking forward to sharing their love of 
photography and all of the different aspects involved 
during 2022.

This year is going to bring new excitement as 
the club prepares for an exhibition that will feature 
the magnificent Macedon Ranges. In addition, 
there are many outings planned where members 
can visit some new venues and try their hand at 
photographing landscapes, sporting events, flora 
and fauna, portraits, cityscapes and so much more. 

If you have recently renewed your interest in 
photography or if you have just started out on your 
photographic journey, the club can cater to your 
needs and abilities.

Recently one of the members was awarded a 
certificate in recognition of more than 20 years of 
membership. Ron Mathews, who is the current 
secretary of the club, was presented with his 
certificate at the end of year club celebrations. Ron 
is well known for helping out new members and 
sharing his love of the Macedon Ranges through his 
organisation of club outings. 

Other award winners were Cherry Cole and 
Cheryl Connell, who won Best Print and Best Digital 
Photographs for 2021. Leigh Ball was the combined 
aggregate winner for the year. 

Not all club members compete and there are many 
opportunities to be involved in other ways.  

The club generally meets on the first Tuesday of 
the month, followed by the next Monday at Dromkeen 
in Riddells Creek. These meetings are held online 
if restrictions are in place. Social chats start at 7pm 
with the meeting beginning at 7.30pm. Please visit 
www.macedon-ranges-photography.org.au.

Colleen Mahoney 

Photographers positive as fresh year opens

Ron Matthews receives his 20-year membership certificate 
from president James Holgate.

Cherry Cole is awarded Best Print by judge Alex 
Syndikas.The club's end of year celebration at Dromkeen. Cheryl Connell is awarded Best Digital Image.
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Have you recently 
undergone a procedure 
and need short-term 
support to help you stay 
independent at home?
Talk to us today or learn more by 
visiting mrh.org.au/hacc-pyp

 Over the spring and early summer club members 
searching for trout have ranged far from home 
extending from our local lakes to the north-eastern 
Victoria streams and rivers. 

We also had John Waters, champion distance 
caster, giving another very informative and useful 
presentation on advanced distance casting at our 
November general meeting.

Our resolute cod fisher Ben has camped out on 
rivers north of the divide to catch the late evening, 
night, or early morning fish. He has felt the need to do 
some R&D on his new fierce-looking cicada fly.

Some members have reported good catches, the 
later rains providing water and atmospheric moisture 
to better promote the fishes feeding targets. 

Late November saw Chris S fishing with Mike V 

A community spirit story
New Gisborne read-
er Jan Field wrote to 
the Gazette wishing 
to thank the local 
community for their 
support after a recent 
surgery.

"Recently I had 
a serious spinal 
operation and was 
concerned about the prolonged rehab and 
recovery period. During my hospitalisation and 
since, I continue to be overwhelmed by the 
support and help from friends and colleagues.

"My neighbours mowed lawns and did my 
garden that have never looked so good; 
Xmas day was spent with friends; friends and 
colleagues supplied me with meals and food; 
shopping was dealt with and numerous other 
offers of support that made my life easier. 
Thank you to each and everyone of you 
as I could not have done this without you. I 
appreciate it very much.

Jan Field"

Ben’s Cod catch and inset, his new fierce-looking cicada fly pattern.

Fly fishing for trout and Murray Cod in 
spring and summer

east of Melbourne in high water, getting fish mostly 
on nymph flies but quite a few on dries. Shaun got 
some small fish fishing the Goulburn while Stephan 
found the little roach very annoying while trying to fish 
for trout at Lauriston Reservoir.

Through December and early January we got 
reports of successful stream outings by Rod, Dusan, 
Phil, Chris S and Stephen with Mitch and Norm also 
fishing our local lakes. In early December there 
was a disappointing side note from Rod, saying in 
30 years of fishing the Goulburn he’d never seen so 
many carp. Fish in the hundreds that appeared to be 
spawning. Very disappointing.

If you’d like to know more about the Calder Fly 
Fishing Association please visit www.calderflyfishing.
com.au Louis Bokor

Jan Field

Council seeks volunteers to 
help at information centres
Macedon Ranges 
Shire Council has 
vacancies at the 
Woodend and 
Kyneton Visitor Information Centres.

Our team of volunteers play a vital role in 
welcoming visitors to our region by responding to 
face-to-face and over the phone enquiries.

To find out more, call 1800 244 711 or visit mrsc.
vic.gov.au/volunteer
More Council news page 25
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Gang Gang cockatoos at Mt 
Macedon
The Gazette is always happy to publish good 
photos of local wildlife and this is a great shot 
of this handsome cockatoo feasting on spitfire 
caterpillars. Thanks to Barry and Vanda Mullen 
for this contribution. Here is their story of the 
sighting:

“We had a visit from two Gang Gang 
cockatoos in January. The female parrot was 
hiding in a denser part of the tree.

"This is our 45th year on our Mt Macedon 
property but sightings of these birds are 
extremely rare. 

Our most memorable previous sighting was 
in February 1983 just a couple of mornings after 
the Ash Wednesday fires had been through our 
property. A Gang Gang cockatoo was sitting on 
a large branch protruding from what was left of 
the muddy waters in our swimming pool looking 
somewhat stunned. Thus, it was great to spot 
this parrot on a branch over the crystal waters 
of our pool on this occasion. 

"It was not until the photos were loaded onto 
the computer that we noticed he was feasting 
on a cluster of caterpillars. Another photo, taken 
15 minutes later, showed only five caterpillars 
remained.”

 

 

  

  

 

  

     
    

Eighteen teams have already registered to take part 
in this year's Lancefield and Macedon Ranges Relay 
for Life. There is still time for you to get involved – go 
to relayforlife.org.au and follow the prompts.

The Relay is on March 5.

GISBORNE LIBRARY
UPDATE

Gisborne CFA – 
gas cylinder and 
campfire safety

I hope everyone had an enjoyable 
and relaxing Christmas and New 
Year break. 

First of all, thank you to every-
one for the messages of support and 
gratitude following our Christmas Eve 

Santa Run. A fun day was had by everyone involved! 
As we head into Australia Day celebrations, it is 

a timely reminder to check your gas cylinders and 
hoses before firing up the barbecue. 

Gas cylinders
Check and maintain your barbecue regularly by
 Checking the cylinder for damage
 Checking the hose and connections for wear by 
spraying soapy water on them. If bubbles appear 
tighten connections or replace the hose.
 Make sure your barbecue plate and surround-
ing areas are clean to avoid build-up of grease that 
could cause a fire!

Early in January the brigade responded with our 
specialist LP gas flare-off unit to assist Kyneton CFA 
at a park where a barbecue fire had compromised 
the gas cylinder. Gisborne firefighters assessed the 
cylinder and made the decision to flare off the re-
maining contents. 

The spectacular gas flare off.

Luckily no one was injured and a quick-thinking 
member of the public extinguished the fire with a fire 
extinguisher.

Camping
If you intend going camping, please ensure your camp 
fire is safe. Campfires can easily turn into bushfires, 
so make sure your campfire is properly extinguished 
before leaving any site. 

•Always use water, not dirt, to extinguish a campfire 
•Remember, if it is cool to touch, it is safe to leave. 
•Always check restrictions before lighting a fire out-
doors this summer.

There have already been a number of unattended 
camp fires in the local area causing unnecessary re-
sponse from brigades.

Bevan Moody 1st Lieutenant

CFA

Relay for Life coming up

With school back, term one sees the first 
students arrive at Willowbank Primary School 
and Rothschild Road Kindergarten. These 
fantastic new facilities will be a home for 
generations of learners in Gisborne and I’m 
thrilled to see them complete.

I’m looking forward to seeing the classrooms 
buzzing with learning.

Meanwhile, work continues on $12.93 million 
of improvements to Gisborne Secondary, which 
follows other significant upgrades at Gisborne 
Primary, St Brigid’s and New Gisborne Primary.

I would also like to thank our community for 
their patience while the Station Road-Saunders 
Road upgrades were completed. It’s great to 
see traffic moving smoothly through the new 
intersection. 

2022 will see works begin on the roundabout 
at the Melbourne-Kilmore Road intersection. 

MEMBER'SMEMBER'S
MESSAGEMESSAGE

With Mary-Anne Thomas

Recently a friend of mine went on to eBay to 
buy a second-hand Volvo. He later found out 
that the car had once belonged to Neil 
Diamond.
It was a 'Swede car-online (uh, uh, uh)'

Due to the high number of COVID cases, close 
contacts, people experiencing COVID-like 
symptoms, or needing to care for others, staff 
shortages are likely to happen, often with very short 
notice. While we will always do our best to keep the 
doors open, sometimes this may not be possible. 
Keep an eye on our Facebook and Instagram pages 
for any updates to opening and closing times.

Sick or in isolation? Please keep hold of your 
library items. We aren’t currently charging any late 
fees, so please return them when it Is safe to do so.

Can’t get to the library? Have you browsed our 
eLibrary? Browse eBooks and eAudiobooks, watch 
movies, TV series or documentaries, listen to 
stories, read your favourite magazine or newspaper 
or even learn a new language. If you haven’t seen 
it yet, you’ll be blown away by what’s on offer. Go to 
www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/elibrary
Storytime dates for 2022: At this stage we will be 
returning to children’s sessions the week beginning 
February 7. Toddler time – Monday and Thursday 
10.30am;  Storytime – Wednesdays and first 
Saturday of every month 10.30am. Baby rhyme 
time – Friday 10.30am. 
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MECHANICAL SERVICES PTY. LTD. 

PHONE: 0448 197 555 
Family owned and operated, with over 25 

years’ experience 
Full Mobile Workshop 

Onsite Service and Repairs 
Servicing Macedon Ranges and Surrounds 

 
 Forklifts – all makes and models 
 Light Trucks 
 Mini Loaders & Excavators 
 Replacement tyres and rubber tracks 
 Hydraulic repairs 
 Full diagnostic scan tools 
 Engine and transmission overhaul and rebuilds 
 Scheduled maintenance 
 Emergency breakdowns 
 Mini Loader Hire also available!  
 Based in Riddells Creek 
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NEWS FROM THE COUNCILNEWS FROM THE COUNCIL
Development Plan for 
Ross Watt Road
If you would like to stay informed 
about a Development Plan 
(DP/2021/1) application recently 
lodged with Council for 89 Ross Watt 
Road, Gisborne, you can subscribe to 
receive updates at mrsc.vic.gov.au/
gisborne or call the Strategic Planning 
team on 5422 0333. 

Immunisation Sessions
Council provides free immunisations 
as set out by the National Immunisation 
Program. Our immunisation sessions 
are held each month on the first 
Thursday in Gisborne, Kyneton and 
Woodend and on the third Tuesday in 
Riddells Creek and Romsey. 

For more information visit mrsc.vic.
gov.au/immunisations

Please note: Council is not a 
COVID-19 vaccination provider.

HEALTHY LANDSCAPES
The Practical Regenerative Agri-
cultural Communities program 
is offering three workshops in 
February and March to help you 
improve your land, soil, water and 
livestock. 

The program is a partnership 
between Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council, Hepburn Shire Council, 
the City of Greater Bendigo, 
'A Healthy Coliban Catchment' 
project, Melbourne Water and 
the Upper Campaspe Landcare 
Network.

1 Horses – How to graze 
them in a sustainable way 

Sunday February 6, 10am to 12pm
Learn how to graze your horse in a 

sustainable way. 
To find out more 

and register, visit 
mrsc.vic.gov.au/
healthy-landscapes 
or call 5422 0333.

2 Moveable fencing and 
water for stock
Thursday March 3, 7pm to 9pm

Come along to a farm visit in 
Gisborne. We will be investigating 
the use of a KiwiTech movable fence 
and trough system, which is used to 
improve grazing management.

To find out more and register, visit 
mrsc.vic.gov.au/healthy-landscapes 
or call 5422 0333.

3 Ecological burns – the 
benefits 

Tuesday 8 March 2022, 7pm to 10pm
Ecological planned burning is a 

land management tool applied to 
promote positive benefits for a local 
environment. These benefits include 
stimulating dormant seed banks in 
the soil profile, reducing the vigour 
or eliminating weeds, nutrient cycling 
and the removal of biomass, all 
of which promote biodiversity and 

ecosystem health.
The talk will explore how ecological 

burning is undertaken in local 
government and how this can be 
applied to other contexts.

To find out more and register, visit 
mrsc.vic.gov.au/healthy-landscapes 
or call 5422 0333.

Learn to Swim
Swimming lessons teach essential 
life and safety skills. Children learn 
through repetition and Council’s 
Learn to Swim programs will help 
further develop your child’s skills, 
confidence and knowledge around all 
things aquatic.

For information on lessons at 
Gisborne Aquatic Centre, call 5421 
1452 or email gispoolcman@mrsc.
vic.gov.au   

Enrolments are accepted all year 
round.
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FOXES FLOWER SHED
Growing flowers on farm (for example 
hydrangeas and sunflowers), and add foliage 
choices, where possible grown in the Macedon 
Ranges or from Victorian growers in wholesale 
markets.

Farmgate: 464 Bacchus Marsh Road, 
Bullengarook. Check socials for regular 
updates, opening times, contact and ordering.

Facebook: foxesflowershed

LANCEFIELD EDIBLE GARDEN 
AND SEEDLINGS 

Growing  mixed seasonal vegetables and 
seedlings.

Farmgate: 11 Bennett
Close, Lancefield. 
Open Monday to Friday
(Check socials for the 
most up to date opening hours).

Facebook: ClosedLoopFarmAU

MADELAINE'S EGGS
Growing seasonal veg + eggs

Farmgate: Hollyburton Park,1677 Melbourne 
Lancefield Road, Bolinda.

Madelaine Scott runs 3000 certified organic 
laying hens on the family farm. The farm gate 
regularly stocks vegetables in addition to 
eggs.

Facebook: madelaineseggs

BLACK FOREST FARM
Growing apples, pears, plums, 
peaches, olives, strawberries, 
blackberries. 

Also selling jams, pickles, marmalades 
and chutneys.

Farmgate: 671 Black Forest Drive, 
Macedon. Confirm opening times 
before going as these are subject to 
change.

Facebook: Black-Forest-Farm

TRENTHAM EAST FARM GATE
Growing apples, chestnuts, a large variety of 
berries, rhubarb, many more fruit trees, as well 
as incredible white and green asparagus, saffron, 
flowers and additional seasonal vegetables and 
herbs.

Farmgate: 150 Bergs Lane, North Blackwood. 
Open for sales of seasonal produce in spring, 
summer  and autumn. Please note, not a pick 
your own service. Please check socials for open 
times and availability of produce as this is subject 
to change.

Facebook: homegrownhandmade

5th Saturday of the month, Macedon Village 
Farmers' Market (this year April 30, July 30, 
October 29, December 31) 

1st Saturday, Woodend Community 
Farmers' Market

There are so many reasons to eat more fruit and veg-
etables – particularly when it is grown locally. 

A new website is helping connect consumers in 
the Macedon Ranges to find local, seasonal produce 
and the people who grow it. 

On the Get to know your grower site, you can dis-
cover local farm gates, search for what’s in season, 
find out when the next farmers’ market is on, buy a 
locally grown veggie box, and more. 

“Buying in season directly from the farmer is 
more sustainable as it reduces the distance your 
food needs to travel, and storage requirements,” 

Get to know your growerGet to know your grower
says Claire Rowland from the Veg 
Action Group.

“It also keeps your dollar 
closer to home, supports our local 
farmers and strengthens local 
food systems, making them less 
susceptible to the supply chain 
problems we are currently seeing 
due to COVID.”

The website includes recipes and tips on how to 
grow your own produce.

So far the new website does not have many farm 

gates listed in the immediate Gisborne-Macedon 
area: Gisborne Cherries, Black Forest Farm and 
Foxes Flower Shed are the only three, but there are 
several farm gates in the broader local area, and the 
organisers hope that more producers will register as 
they get to know about the site.

Get to know your grower is an initiative of the Veg 
Action Group of the Macedon Ranges Sustainability 
Group, with support from Sunbury and Cobaw Com-
munity Health, Macedon Ranges Shire Council, and 
the Healthy Heart of Victoria project. Visit the website 
at www.veg.mrsg.org.au

GISBORNE CHERRIES
(Previously Mount Gisborne Cherries)

Growing red, black and 
white sweet cherries. 

Farmgate: 425 Mt Gisborne Road 
Gisborne. Cherries have a short 
season; please check opening times on 
facebook before visiting.

Facebook: Gisborne-Cherries-Pty-Ltd

FARMERS MARKETSFARMERS MARKETS

MOUNTAINVIEW GARLIC
Growing mixed seasonal 
produce grown in Woodend 
as well as other pantry 
staples.

Farmgate: 26 Andrew Avenue, Woodend. Check 
socials for opening hours and produce.

Facebook: mountain.view.garlic1

WOODEND FLOWER FARM
Growing seasonal flowers.

Can be purchased at Mountain View Garlic 
Farmgate or contact for specific arrangement.

Bouquets are cut fresh prior to delivery and 
orders are required by 8pm the day before 
delivery is required.

Website: woodendflowerfarm.com.au

3rd Saturday, Riddell's Creek 
Farmers' Market

1st Sunday, Gisborne Olde Time Market includes 
farm produce and plants.

BRAEMAR COTTAGE FLOWERS
Growing seasonal flowers.

Can be purchased at Mountain View Garlic or 
contact for specific arrangement.

Flowers are generally available from spring 
through until autumn (dependent on the grow-
ing season) and are available at Mountain View 
Garlic farmgate (26 Andrew Avenue, Woodend) 
or by contacting Braemar Cottage direct.

Website: www.macedonrangesproduce.com.au
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HE’S HERE
FOR US

at your own risk. There is no insurance for 
personal injury.

We ask for a $1 contribution per person per walk; 
this covers the cost of tea, coffee and biscuits at 

the end of the walk. You need to bring your 
own cup. 

We meet at Dixon Field (near 
the duck pond) at 9.15 am each Fri-

day for a 9.30 prompt start. Transport is needed to 
the start of each walk and with covid, car sharing is 
not offered.

A reasonable level of fitness is required. Our 
walks range from 5  to 9km over undulating bush 
tracks so suitable walking shoes, hiking pole, 600ml 
of water, hat etc. are essential.

Most walks are within 5km of Gisborne, but we will 
be also walking out at Malmsbury, Tarradale, Black-
wood, Trentham, Kyneton and Sunbury this year. 

My apologies for having no walk description this 
month - hopefully back on track next issue.

Charles gisramblers@gmail.com 

One hundred days

Hi from the Gisborne Ramblers. It does 
not seem a year since we were wish-
ing good riddance to 2020 and wel-
coming a more hopeful new year! 

Like someone once said, “it’s deja vu 
all over again.” 

Well, we can only hope, but with 
COVID still raging, it does not seem to be offering 
any olive branches at the present.

The Ramblers have managed to soldier on with 
our Friday walks. These have been localised due 
to weather conditions andmany have been detailed 
over the past year in the Gazette.

The La Nina weather cycle seem to keep its rain 
for our Friday walks! 

As a result, I have not developed a walk pro-
gram thus far for this year, making a decision on the 
weather forecast by the week.

For people unfamiliar with the Ramblers, we are 
not a club, just a group of walkers who enjoy the 
bush. There are no membership fees and you walk 

The Gisborne Bushwalking Club was 
able to enjoy two walks in December 
prior to celebrating the end of the year 
with our annual, and much looked for-
ward to, Christmas get-together.

The first walk was an easy one around the Pyrete 
Forest off the Gisborne-Melton Road in the morning, 
followed by a circuit of the Hobbs Road Reserve in 
the afternoon. The area is mostly dry forest and very 
popular with mountain bike riders. The day turned out 
to be very hot so some of the walkers chose to rest 
in the shade rather than explore an old quarry area in 
the Hobbs Reserve. 

The second walk was on the day of our Christ-
mas party to work up an appetite for the festivities 
following. The walk involved a circuit from the Tony 
Clarke Reserve in Macedon to the Stanley Park Re-
serve on Mount Macedon where walkers and others 
were given refreshments by the willing Elves (thanks 
to Shirley for the organising) who manage to supply 
delicious festive nibbles. These were very welcome 
as the climb up from Tony Clarke to Stanley Park en-
tailed much uphill work. 

When the Christmas cake and mince pies were 
eaten the walkers set off for a longer downhill hike 
back to their cars at Macedon. Christmas celebra-
tions were held in a members’ garden with BYO pic-
nic and other refreshments. Lucky for us all, restric-
tions were lifted at that time and, being outside was a 
bonus allowing us to celebrate as we love to do.

The club looks forward to holding many walks this 
year starting with three outings in February and oth-
ers are planned each month up to June. Let’s hope 
that the weather is kind and restrictions are no longer 
necessary.

If you wish to join us on any walks or require fur-
ther information about the club please call either Mar-
got on 0474 707 939, or George on 0419 610 811. Or 
check out our website: www.gisbornebwc.org.au 

Janeen Edward

Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we walk... or 
maybe its the other way around

Christmas lunch was a lot of fun.

We found a kid’s cubby on the Pyrete 
Forest walk.

Gisborne Bushwalking Club
www.gisbornebwc.org.au 

Ramblers back for a hopeful 2022
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We deliver the products and technology you’d
expect from a big bank, plus the personal service
you wouldn’t.

As one of Australia’s biggest banks, our heartland
remains Þrmly local. As does our focus on you and
the quality banking products you need.

Feel good about who you bank with. Try Bendigo.

Find out more. Call 5420 7210 or search Bendigo
Bank Gisborne.

A better banking experience.
Right on your doorstep

Community Bank
Gisborne & District

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879  A1455027 OUT_6730656, 25/11/2021

Members of the Macedon Ranges Ul-
ysses Branch (MRUB) had an ac-
tion-packed December with our 
regular rides and meet-ups, the an-

nual Memorial Ride to the Cross and, 
of course, a happy Christmas lunch in the park. So 
we’re back to do it all again in 2022.

By publication time, we will have kicked off our ride 
calendar with the first weekend day ride of the year to 
Cairn Curran Reservoir. 

Past runs to this venue have been great with a 
meandering scenic route, barbecue lunch in a pretty 
park setting and, of course, terrific company.

 A draft Ride Calendar for 2022 is available on our 
website, so have a look and see what takes your fan-
cy. There’s something for everyone. 

In February we will elect our new committee for 
the forthcoming year.  Around 50 per cent of the com-
mittee will be “retiring” so we look forward to other 
members stepping up to keep our great little branch 
humming along.

If you are interested in socialising with us, come 
along to Gisborne’s Saturday morning tyre-kick 
where the bikes are on display. 

Obituary
Joseph (Joe) Saviour Vella
1937-2021

Joe Vella was born in Gozo, Malta to Angelo 
and Mary and was the eldest of 13 children. Joe 
came to Australia in 1955 planning to settle in 
Perth but instead settled in Melbourne. He was 
employed by Seatainers at the Melbourne Wharf 

and worked there for 35 years. 
Joe met his future wife Ivy 

at a barbecue in 1956 and 
soon started dating. In 1959 
they married and settled down 
in Williamstown. Joe and Ivy 
had three children, Dianne 
in 1963, Maryann in 1965 
and Joe in 1969. After many 
years of hard work the family 

moved to Bullengarook where Joe started Ell-Vell 
Agistment. The family were all involved in their 
dream home. Because of their love of horses 
they built a trotting track and had cattle on the 
property as well. They sold in 1999 and moved to 
Swan Hill where they lived for four years before 
moving back to New Gisborne. 

Joe was a farmer at heart. He loved his veggie 
garden, being a handyman and also enjoyed 
breeding rabbits. He was an ardent supporter of 
the Essendon Football Club and a loving family 
man. His holiday destinations included the Gold 
Coast, Northern Territory and Tasmania. Both Joe 
and Ivy belonged to the Gisborne Probus Club.

The property in Morrow Road East was 
subdivided and after 14 years there, Joe and 
Ivy moved to Manassa Drive in Gisborne as 
Joe couldn’t maintain a large property anymore. 
Joe had some health issues and was diagnosed 
with cancer and spent some time at the Peter 
McCallum Clinic. Joe later moved into Warrina 
Aged Care where he spent his final days.

A funeral service was held at St Brigid’s 
Catholic Church, Gisborne, on 21 December.    

Macedon Ranges Ulysses Branch (MRUB) members at the Mount during the Memorial Ride.

Joe VellaAnd we’re ready to ride in 2022...

Check us out online at www.mrub.org.au or join 
us on Facebook for the latest news. 

See you riding the Ranges this summer!
Cherry Cole

{Pic coming}

Cheery club 
members enjoy 

Christmas lunch in 
thye park
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Gisborne & Mount Macedon Districts Historical Society
Gisborne Court House  4 Hamilton Street

Open Wednesdays 10am to 4pm  Phone 5428 1450
e: history@gisbornemountmacedon.org.au www.gisbornemountmacedon.org.au

LOCAL HISTORYLOCAL HISTORY

From the writings of Jean Milbourne 
and Harold Rutherford
Edited by Phyllis Boyd OAM

One fine day in 1919, as he threaded his way 
on the narrow tracks of the heavy under-
growth that covered the middle regions of 

Macedon, a Scottish gentleman was meandering. 
He had an artist’s eye for the loveliness of the land-
scape and he muttered to himself in a musing mood, 
“Yes, here am I with some tens of thousands await-
ing my employ. How would it be if I built a palace 
here that the cream of Melbourne would flock to?”

The surrounding area had originally been part of 
Riddell and Hamilton’s ‘Waterfalls Paddock’ that had 
been subdivided in 1887. Walter Murray, who was 
a successful bookmaker, went away to give some 
thought to his ideas and soon bought 500 acres on 
which to create his dream. 

Wide stretches of bush were cleared and liberal 
areas of flower beds and lawns were laid out, for 
Walter Murray was also a landscape gardener. 

In 1921 the Golf House, an 80-room palace 
complete with electric lighting and a mountain-

pumped water supply, crowned the beautiful hillside 
on the west of the road between the Macedon 
Railway Station and the summit of Mount Macedon. 
£45,000 was spent on the surrounding gardens and 
the construction of this palatial guest house that 
catered for 120 guests and employed 30 servants, 
and where no expense had been spared with its 
luxurious furnishings and decor.

A large paddock was cleared and fenced and 
buildings erected to house 1000 head of poultry 
and provision was made for a herd of cattle; a nine-
hole golf course was laid out and a tennis court 
completed.

From the main road, a bridge over the Turitable 
Creek amid tree ferns and lofty gums, a gatehouse 
built for the Murray family that stood until the Ash 
Wednesday bushfires of 1983, and a long curved 
driveway to the main building were created, flanked 
on both sides by beautiful shrubs and plants. Across 
the front of the Golf House were extensive gardens 
containing azaleas, lilies, hydrangeas, fox gloves, 
lupins and dahlias, while a well-kept circular lawn in 
the centre completed the picture.

The following poem was taken from the Golf 
House Visitors Book:

“Carved out of forest primeval and fashioned by 
artist’s hands,

Like good that’s evolved from evil, the Macedon 
Golf Club stands.

The Golf House at Mount Macedon was built in 1921 and demolished in 1975.

Like a gem from gnome immortals, it sparkles on 
Macedon’s breast,

‘Tis a paradise opening its portals that thousands 
of people may rest.

‘Twas the wand of the wizard Murray, bid half of 
the wilderness cease,

But the spell of enchantress Dunkley, maketh this 
paradise – peace.”

As one stepped from the spacious verandah 
of this most exclusive guest house, one could be 
ensconced within a deep gully amid tree ferns and 
thick foliaged trees, listening to the sound of falling 
water from a miniature cascade and to the song of 
the carolling magpies. 

Perhaps some of the charm of this establishment 
was that it came out of the ground on which it stood, 

One man   dream's

Bridge over Turitable Creek with the house in the background.
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as all its materials were of local origin, the timber 
from the forest, bricks from Nichol’s brickworks 
at Macedon and the foundations from sand and 
pebbles from the nearby creek bed.

Once opened for business, the Golf House was 
for years the preferred accommodation for some of 
Melbourne’s wealthy, with many having permanent 
bookings, treating this as their permanent home 
away from home, as the food and service could not 
be bettered anywhere. 

During World War II, the Golf House was tak-
en over by the Government as a hospital to house 
children from ‘Yooralla’ and during this time and fol-
lowing the death of Walter Murray, Alfred and Mar-
guerite Carey purchased the property, setting about 
restoring and refurbishing the building and replant-
ing much of the garden. The Careys reopened the 
Golf House as a guest house in 1947 but due to the 
ill health of Mrs Carey, it was resold in 1949. She 
died the following year. After the war, the property 
was sold to the Catholic Church and used as a con-
vent until stricter regulations forced its closure.

From 1955 the former Golf House property 
was owned by the Commonwealth Government. 
The original building was demolished in 1976 
and replaced by a new and extensive complex. 
Commencing as the Civil Defence School, later the 
National Emergency Service College, the Australian 
Counter Disaster College and the Australian 
Emergency Management Institute, the property is 
currently the Victorian Emergency Management 
Institute, having trained many thousands of people 
from various sources over the years, including 
members of the defence forces, state government 
departments, police force, local government bodies, 
volunteer and welfare organisations. 
 Walter Albert Thorpe Murray was born in 1859. He 
married Alice Hart and the couple had three children.

In March 2021 a number 
of Gisborne Genealogical 
Group members attended 
an historical presentation at 
the Geelong Eastern Cem-

etery which we thoroughly enjoyed. We were fasci-
nated to see many very impressive headstones at 
that cemetery and were told that there was signifi-
cant symbolism involved in the choice that families 
used for their loved ones – that the headstones have 
a language of their own. 

As a result, Frank de Groot, Deputy CEO and Op-
erations Manager of the Geelong Cemetery Trust (of 
which Gisborne Cemetery is a part) has agreed to 
speak at our February meeting to explain ‘The Lan-
guage of Headstones’. 

The meeting will be held on Thursday February 24 
at 7.30pm in the Gisborne Uniting Church, Brantome 
Street.

Visitors are always welcome at our meetings, but 
at present we are asking that you contact Lorna on 
0402 091 034 if you are intending to come so we can 
allow for social distancing. 

We are also asking for proof of vaccination to keep 
everyone safe. 

We hope our planned program for 2022 will be 
able to proceed without too many interruptions, but 
who knows with COVID numbers 
climbing daily. 

We also intend to run Saturday 
Workshops on the first Saturday of 
the month, 10am to 12 noon, start-
ing on Saturday  March 5. 

The Family History Room, ad-

joining the Gisborne Library, will reopen for research 
on Thursday February 3 when volunteers are avail-
able to help with your research queries. 

Please check our website www.ggg.org.au for the 
latest details regarding our activities.

Lyn Hall
President

Genealogy guest to speak on 'the 
language of headstones'

A poignant engraving adorns the headstone in Gisborne 
Cemetery of Elizabeth Fell, who died in childbirth at 
Couangalt (South Gisborne) in 1871, aged 34. 

Fortress Melbourne is a gamer’s dream. It’s a large 
building full of gaming equipment from streaming 
pods to computers and VR (Virtual Reality). The 
venue has a large variety of games and different 
game genres to choose from on all consoles, which 
is perfect if you want to just have some fun with 
friends without having to install your own games. 

I went there for my birthday in November with 
a few friends and it was amazing. We played lots 
of games and had heaps of fun and the best part 
about it is that the place is in the Melbourne Empo-
rium, so when you are done you can just step out-
side and you have so many places to eat. 

Fortress Melbourne is also home to a big eSports 
arena for gaming events. In the near future, I hope 
we can see some large-scale events being held 
there instead of in Sydney as they usually are. You 

One man's dream continued

can visit Melbourne Fortress for 
$24 for two hours, although prices 
do vary depending on which 
console you would like to use. 

Every Wednesday, Fortress 
has a board game day where 
you get to play hundreds of board 
games free! Another cool event 
that they have is a Dungeons & 
Dragons Sunday. 

Fortress also has a tavern 
inside and sometimes you can 
get free meals when they have 
special events. There are games 
for younger kids as well as adults 
to keep everyone entertained. 

What I liked a lot about Fortress 
was how easy it was to get started. 
All you had to do was pick your console, and then 
log into it. It was as easy as that, and getting friends 
to join your game was super easy as well as you 
did not have to waste five minutes trying to figure 
out why your friend can’t join your game. 

Overall, Fortress Melbourne is a pretty cool 

place because they have lots of fun events and 
heaps of consoles and games to choose from. I 
would recommend bringing some friends to play 
because it makes the general experience way 
better. Fortress is the perfect school holiday activity 
and they are open seven days a week.

 Fortress Melbourne at the Melbourne Emporium

YOUNG YOUNG 
BEATBEAT
with Asher Kroon

The discovery of a gamer’s paradise

All you who 
come my grave 
to see

As I am now so 
must you be

Repent and 
turn to God 
in time

For I was taken 
in my prime"

Lyn Hall
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Delivering for the Gisborne community

A: Shop 14, Nexus Centre, 9 Goode Street, 
Gisborne, 3437                 P: 5428 2138

E: mary-anne.thomas@parliament.vic.gov.au  

W: www.mary-annethomas.com.au

1. What does FM stand for on a 
radio?
2. This planet is sometimes 
called The Evening Star?
3. How many legs does a crab 
have?
4. What was the first country to 
use postage stamps?
5. Who was born Marion Morri-
son?
6. How many strings has a violin?
7. What is the largest planet in 
the solar system?
8. What does ECG stand for?
9. What organ contains the small-
est bones?
10. What is the second-largest 
country in size in South America?

brainbusters

It’s the New Year. There’s a couple of ways to know 
this. Obviously, I could look at the calendar I’ve 
printed out from the internet that is stuck by magnet 
on the fridge. It says January 2022. I could check 
the date on the newspaper I buy each morning. 
January  2022. Right.

Or I could look up into the oak trees around the 
parks in Gisborne. There among the branches, 
forming out of the leaves, are the first appearances 
of the fruit of the oak. The acorn. They’re quite small 
at this time of year, but soon enough the branches 
will be hanging lower from their weight, and then 
will come the soft thud onto the ground as the oaks 
shed the acorns. It can at first be disconcerting to 
walk under the oaks when the acorns are falling. 
Rain never felt as hard if you get hit on the head.

The cycle of the seasons is a reassuring 
constant. We are about to enter year three of the 

plague. Yes, it’s a bit melodramatic to phrase it like 
that. But plague isn’t a definitive quantity. There are 
degrees of severity and length. Three years of a 
global pandemic that has killed more than five million 
people, that has in this country stretched healthcare 
to breaking point, caused the deaths of close to 
3000, and led to enforced isolation, lockdowns, 
cities and regions quarantined from each other and 
damage to the economy, is a plague.

It is not to the extent of the Black Death 400 
years ago. The National Archives 
in England says of that time: “In the 
medieval period, bubonic plague – 
often referred to as the Black Death 
– was one of the greatest threats to 
health. However, in the spring and 
summer of 1665 the plague reached 
epidemic levels.

“Today, we know that the plague 
was carried into England by fleas 
that lived on black rats. The rats 
crawled ashore from ships that had arrived in 
London from Europe and multiplied in the crowded 

city streets. When fleas bit people, they infected 
them with the plague. 

“At the time, there was no known cure and 
victims in most cases died within a few days. 

“To prevent the disease spreading, a victim 
was locked in their house with their entire family, 
condemning them all to death. A red cross was 
painted on the door with the words ‘Lord Have 
Mercy Upon Us’. Bodies were brought out at night 
to the cry ‘Bring out your dead’. 

“The epidemic only died out in England 
in 1666 when the Great Fire of London 
killed large numbers of the black rats.”

Each century, each generation, carries 
its own crosses and blessings. Some are 
carried down from one time to another. 
Some spring afresh. When so many lives 
have been disrupted, pulled from the safe 
moorings of their routines, into uncharted 
waters, there is a harbour of safe water. It 
is called community. If there’s a name for 

this year, let it be that. 
And watch out for acorns, when they fall.

REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS
Warwick McFadyen

Let’s make it official: The year of community

Young Voices of Macedon is looking 
forward to welcoming Polly Christie 
as new artistic director at the first 
rehearsal on Thursday February 3 
at 4.15pm at the Norma Richardson 
Hall, Woodend.

Polly replaces Juliarna Clark, 
whose work with the choir in 2021 was 
exemplary. 

Sadly, she has resigned, having 
accepted a postgraduate scholarship 
at Melbourne University to undertake 
a master’s degree in research leading 

Meet new artistic director of Young Voices of Macedon

to a PhD, her topic being Vocal tone 
differences: an In-depth comparison 
of a female singer’s tone in classical 
and jazz singing. 

Polly has an honours degree 

Polly Christie

in Music (choral conducting) from 
Australian Catholic University and 
has had many years of experience in 
conducting community choirs. Polly 
is known throughout the Macedon 
Ranges for her very successful adult 
choir Pollyphonics. 

She is currently the music teacher 
at Kyneton Primary School, where she 
has established a fine children’s choir.

Young Voices of Macedon looks 
forward to a year of great singing and 
friendship and, as soon as regulations 
permit, the resumption of genuine 
afternoon teas!

Children from the age of five and 
parents are welcome to come to the 
rehearsal on February 3 to see and 
hear the choir in action and to join in 
the activities and fun. Answers page 39

Remember the permanent 
water saving rules
Greater Western Water reminds 
residents to use water wisely over 
summer to help conserve supplies.

Under the current permanent water 
saving rules you can:

Water your garden or lawn with a 
watering can, bucket or hand-held hose 
with a trigger nozzle at any time.

Water your garden or lawn with a 
watering system such as a sprinkler only 
between 6pm and 10am.

Wash your car with a bucket, hand-
held hose with a trigger nozzle or high-
pressure cleaning device at any time.

Use water for a fountain or water 
feature only if it recirculates water.
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Crossword
Trivia starting with the letter ‘C’
Compiled by Graeme Millar.

ACROSS

2. One of a breed of heavy draught horses.
3. This South American country has both a 

Pacific and Atlantic coastline.
4. …......... Dundee.
7. The art of stylish writing.
9. Australia’s sixth Prime Minister.
11. The capital city of Denmark.
12. The leader of a team.
13. The freeway that now bypasses the
      Gisborne shopping centre.
14. The most populated country in the world.
15. To copy without authority.
16. Her stepmother had two cruel daughters, 
      Drizella and Anastasia

DOWN

1 The largest inland city in Australia.
2. Finely cut tobacco rolled in thin paper.
5. Hollywood is located in this USA state.
6. One who enters a shop to buy.
7. The smallest breed of dog.
8. A riddle, or anything that puzzles.
10. A restaurant where the customers help 

themselves.
11. Small pieces of coloured paper for 

throwing at weddings.
12. Once a popular form of sending money 

by mail.
Answers page 39
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AROUND THE GROUNDSAROUND THE GROUNDS Proudly sponsored by Rob Mitchell
Federal Member for McEwen 1300 701 966

Burrows Plumbing November medallist:
DAVE HUDSON

Ranges Medical December medallist:
TONY LITTMAN

MT MACEDON GOLF CLUB 
RESULTS

Gisborne Peak Winery January Mug o’ 
the Month: SEAN BASSETT

The club gratefully acknowledges the 
generous sponsorship of these recent events 

and congratulates the winners: 

Gisborne and District Bowling Club is 
helping those with disabilities to play 
bowls by acquiring a ramp which pro-
vides easier access onto the bowling 
green. The club is extremely appre-

ciative of the Community Bank Gisborne & District 
(Bendigo Bank) who met the full cost of the ramp. 

The ramp is making the game more accessible 
and is ideal for bowlers who use devices such as 
wheelchairs, walking frames and walking sticks.

The Bowling Club not only plays Pennant, Social 
and Barefoot bowls but has also introduced a 
Community Bowls Program. 

The program consists of a ‘Bowling With Babies’ 
Program, the introduction of the game of bowls to 
school children, and the use of the club’s facilities 
once a week by Windarring.

The past month’s summer rains 
have brought back childhood 
memories of long bouts of 
high temperatures, the smell 
of moisture in the approaching 
storm followed by thunder, 
lightning and torrents of rain. 
While the rains have been 
welcome keeping the course 
lush, the volume was problematic 
causing pathway damage that 
has kept the course crew busy in 
ensuing weeks.

The John Lowe Memori-
al 4BBB stableford: The club’s 
honour board records John as a 
Life Member, President for three 
years, Club Captain for seven 
years and Club Champion on seven occasions. He 
was also a long-time pennant player and captain.

We again welcomed John’s daughter Suzanne 
who was able to make the presentations. 

Congratulations to Damien Leatch and Ryan To-
holka whose 44 points secured them the win. Run-

Club speaker impresses
Over the past couple of years the club 
has regularly run a “Local Legends” night, 
when we have someone of note from the 
community speak to the playing group. COVID has 
stunted this program, but we had our first one for a 
while on December 2. 

Our speaker was a young man by the name of 
Tate Kemp. He is a past junior player at Gisborne 
and is trying to get a public speaking business 
going. Tate was born with cerebral palsy but has 
been able to achieve so much in his short life so 
far, including establishing his business, All Abilities 
Public Speaking. 

As a community club that is striving to become 
more inclusive, we are proud to support Tate. 

We have begun a Modified for Inclusion cricket 

program and this night tied in with our 
program of opening our doors to everyone. 

Jim Hynes, Secretary 

Dragons are flying
The club has reached the halfway mark of the season 
in good shape, with really strong numbers and a 
return to many of the positive social and community 
aspects this season. We have again fielded eight 
senior teams and a large number of junior boys’ 
and girls’ teams as well, making us again the largest 
country cricket club in Victoria. 

Our firsts have performed well in the McIntyre Cup 
and sit fourth on the ladder. In very positive news, our 
very young sides in the seconds and thirds are also 
fourth in their respective grades. We look forward 
to a big finish to the season (COVID allowing!). 
 Andrew Headberry

Gisborne makes 
lawn bowls 
more accessible

Handover of the new ramp. Marnie Broomhall, team 
leader at Windarring, Russell Walker, Bowling Club 
chairman, Sarah Barton, Bendigo Bank branch manager, 
Josh O’Dea, support worker at Windarring, and client 
Matty Byrne.

ners-up were President Matt Willis 
and Nathan Fairley – 41 points. 
Dave ‘Rock’ Hudson was the only 
player able to better his handicap, 
returning 37 points.

Following numerous false starts 
due to lockdowns and restrictions, 
the ‘winter pairs matchplay’ was fi-
nally decided with a one-up victory 
to the pairing of Ian Gill and Trevor 
Atkins sneaking past Darren Man-
tynen and Adam Paradowski in a 
touch-and-go final.

The December Monthly Medal-
list was Tony Littman who returned 
a nett 66, while the January Mug o’ 
the Month winner was Sean Bas-
sett with 42 points for the second 

week in a row – clearly time for the handicapper to 
take a very close look!

Visit our Facebook page for up-to-date scores and 
reports or go to our website for details of pro rata 
membership options.  

Walrus

The course is lush at Mt Macedon Golf Club

John Lowe Memorial winners Damien 
Leatch and Ryan Toholka receive their 
medallions from Suzanne Lowe.

Gisborne Cricket Club news

Gisborne female football is expanding 
further this year. For the first time, all 
five female teams will be competing in 
the Essendon District Football League 
and we are looking for girls to join an 
exciting new era.
 Gisborne Rookies Junior Football 
Netball Club seeks girls between 9 and 
15. We will be fielding an U12 Girls, U14 Girls 
and U16 Girls side. No experience necessary. 
 Gisborne Football Netball Club seeks girls from 
16 to 18, as well as women aged 18+. We will be 
fielding an U18.5 Youth Girls side and a Senior 
Women’s side. Please contact Darren Mitchell on 
0412 335 554 or at d.mitchell7@bigpond.com.

Female football wants
 more players
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AROUND THE GROUNDS

Mt Macedon Petanque Club has bought 
a defibrillator thanks to a grant from Ben-
digo Bank. Vice-president Bob Bossner 
was the instigator of the idea and pres-
ident Danny Green made the arrange-
ments for the grant application.

It is hoped that the equipment will never need to be 
used but club members are happy to have the potential-
ly life-saving equipment available if need be. A hands-on 
session on general first aid and training on the defibrillator 
by Intelligent Training Solutions has already been run. 

Club members enjoyed their Christmas party at The 
Collective on December 18. Bob Bossner kindly donated 
two Christmas cakes baked by his wife Jenny and a third 
fun item as random prizes. 

Congratulations to the winner of last year’s Members’ 
Challenge (cumulative points prize from playdays) Peter 
Chaldjian. 

Members are looking forward to the resumption of 
practice sessions. The weekly Wednesday playday starts 
at 2pm, running until 5pm. Coaching sessions are held  
from 1 to 2pm on the second and fourth Wednesdays for 
those keen to improve their game skills.

Saturday playdays run from 10am to 1pm on the 
second and fourth Saturdays. COVID-safe policies remain 
in place. Club members are hoping that competitions will 
again be possible this year. 

For enquiries please go to our website: 
mtmacedonpetanque.org and for updates visit our Face-
book page. Alison Kinghorn

Gisborne Tennis Club 
The club would like everyone to know that 
their courts are available on Thursday 
afternoons for social tennis. Any time from 
1 pm onwards. 

All are welcome including beginners. 
Leigh Chapman

Head Coach

Juniors looking 
to lift in second 
half of season

Well, we are halfway through the junior summer 
season and thankfully (touch wood) all things have 
gone well so far and the kids have been enjoying 
getting out and hitting the courts.

The Aus Open team in Section A1 have had a 
rough start to the year and will be looking to get a 
few more wins on the board in the back half of the 
season.

In Section A2/A3, we have a bit of a mini Gisborne 
battle going on with three Gisborne teams within the 
section. Davis Cup is currently leading the charge 
in fourth spot, while Wimbledon and Roland Garros 
will have their eyes on overtaking to become the 
leading Gisborne team. The Barty team have 
started strongly in third spot so far, while the ATP 
Cup team in Section C2 have also started well and 
currently sit just outside the top four in fifth position.

On Friday nights, the Fed Cup team currently sits 
fourth and will look to push further up the ladder in 
the coming rounds, while the Rod Laver team has 
started well in third and not far off the top spot.

In Section C3/D, there are two Gisborne teams 
flying the flag and occupying the top two spots on 
the ladder. They will both be looking to close out the 
second half of the season well and head into finals.

Thank you to all the parents who have helped 
throughout the season thus far and we look forward 
to seeing more smiles on kids’ faces when they hit 
winners (even if they do sometimes come off the 
frame!

If anyone is interested in starting to play tennis 
and joining the club, please check out our website 
at play.tennis.com.au/gisbornetennisclub.

Tim Ryan, Junior Coordinator

Local ball kids aim 
for next Open

We hope all in the SGTC 
community took time out 
for some family celebra-

tion and to get away over the Christmas and 
New Year’s break.

Three of the club’s juniors, Sienna, Kristian 
and Sebastian, were chosen to be ball kids 
at the Bendigo International (ATP&ITF) 
tournament, a lead-up event to the Australian 
Open. 

They left home at 7.30am and were 
officiating on court by 9am. All days committed 
to were full on, which meant many matches, 
great tennis, meeting new friends and fuelling 
their appetites to get back on court playing 
in competition. All three are pretty keen to 
take their experience into the try-outs to be a 
ball kid for the 2023 Australian Open. What a 
wonderful experience! 

It is with trepidation that we can say we 
are back in full competition, coaching, event 
hosting and social play. The SGTC committee 
will always be about keeping and providing 
our members with the most up-to-date 
information with regards to their health and 
safety. Follow us on www.sgtennisclub.com.
au or our Facebook page. We look forward to 
seeing you all on court soon. 

Gisborne Masters Football Club’s 
Stevie McGee has been inducted 
into the AFL Masters National Hall of 
Fame. And at the age of 67, Stevie 
is still as enthusiastic about Masters 
football as ever. 

His achievements include repre-
senting Victoria Country at the Nation-
al Masters Carnival for 23 years,Car-
nival best and fairest, 12 All-Australian 
awards and four years as president of 
the Masters Carnival. He has been 
with Gisborne Masters for 22 years 
and has held several roles with the 

Sienna, Kristian and Sebastian at Bendigo.

Gisborne footballer elevated to
Masters National Hall of Fame

club, including a long and valued 
stint as catering manager.

Victorian Country Masters 
president and former Gis-
borne president, Brent Ali, 
said “From a club perspec-
tive, he has always volun-
teered his time to assist 
where required,” including 
in the kitchen, cleaning up 
after functions, and general 
maintenance around the club- 
rooms. “He is a glowing endorse-
ment for Masters football,” he said.

Club members Dave and Paul with the new 
defibrillator.

Grant enables Pentanque Club to buy defibrillator

Stevie 
McGee
Picture: 
Midland 
Express,
Bill West
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SPORT IN PICTURESSPORT IN PICTURES

2  Lesley Ritchie, Macedon 
v Lance-field, January 15.

3  Adrian Grant, Macedon v 
Lance-field, January 15.  

4  Bryan Anderson, 
Gisborne v Romsey, 

January 15. 

5  Debbie Fleming, 
practises for Macedon 
Tennis Club’s Tuesday 

Ladies comp. 

6  Pam Quaife was 
recently honoured with 
Life Membership by the 
Macedon Tennis Club. 
She has been an active 
member of the club for 

over 50 years. 

7  Broc Zuecker flies high 
at the Skate Scooter 

BMX competition at the 
Gisborne Skate Park on 

January 21.

2 3

5

4

7

1

6

1  Gisborne Golf Club trainee professional 
Callum Wilkinson practices his chipping.   
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SPORT IN PICTURES

Gisborne & District Cricket Association batter Hamish McDonald watches his bails fly in a representative 
match against the Grampians Cricket Association played at Gardiner Reserve on January 17.

Bails fly as Brendon Scott bats for Macedon against Aintree. Taj Suznjara, Under 15s, Gisborne 
v Malmsbury, December 18.

Lucy Duoba, 14, Gisborne Girls 
Under 15s.

Alex du Kamp, 12, practises for the season’s 
restart on January 29. Also a keen bowler, Alex 
has taken seven wickets this season already.

Emily Duoba, 15, plays for Gisborne Girls 
Under 17s, Gisborne Senior Men’s 

Club Grade South and Coburg 
Women’s 1st Grade. She was 
recently selected for the North 
West Metro Cricket Association 
U17 girls team, then broke a 
finger playing netball. Having 
recovered from the broken 

finger in time for the tournament, 
she then contracted COVID. She 
was finally able to participate as 

12th player for the semi-final and 
grand final, which they won.

There’s a lot of 
cricket still to 
play, but the 
footballers are 
already keen 
to go. 
Gisborne coach 
Robbie Waters 
takes training 
in preparation 
for the first 
match on 
April 9 against 
Sandhurst.



Gisborne Gazette  February 202238

THE CHURCHESTHE CHURCHES Sponsored by Anglican Parish of Gisborne ■ Uniting Church in Australia ■ St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Gisborne ■ House of the Rock Church, Gisborne ■ Gisborne Church of 

Christ ■ Faithworks-Manaaki ■ St Brigid’s Parish

Phone 13 44 99gww.com.au/bushfires Translation & Interpreter Service 13 14 50

Don’t rely on your 
mains water supply 
in a bushfire.
You could experience low pressure or no supply.
Always follow CFA advice and remember 
leaving early is the safest option.
Please visit our website below for more information.

Well, now we know. 2022 
will not bring a return to 
the normal life we shared 
in 2019. 

For churches, as for oth-
er organisations, plans are being re-
vised.  While we’ve learned our Zoom 
lessons fairly well, there is hope that 
congregations can continue to gather 
in person. Being masked and well-
spaced are the basics which we must 
observe. Even so, there is energy in 
being able to see even half-faced 
friends and fellow worshippers.

Evidence is strong that the pan-
demic has increased the scourge of 
loneliness. We welcome those who 
seek company. Sunday services are at 
10am and an informal service is held 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month 
also at 10am. And there’s the fun drop-
in Muffin ’n More on the second Tues-
day of each month from 10-12. 

Members are also very ready to 
chat on the telephone (Paul on 0405 
876 198 and Janet 0407 888 725)

Although community needs are 
high, our members remain engaged in 
work beyond Gisborne. 

Every year Australian Christians 
have followed the legacy of the Rev 
Frank Byatt. 

In 1949, dismayed at the carnage 
left by World War II and with numbers 
starving especially across Europe, he 
pledged to give as much to assist oth-
ers as he paid for his own Christmas 
dinner. This year the Christmas Bowl 
is supporting children in Gaza, refugee 
families in Ethiopia and displaced Syri-
ans in Jordan.  

The needs of the 
world are recorded 
and remembered 
also each year 
with a service un-
der the banner of 
the World Day of 
Prayer. This year 
the writers are 
from Wales, Eng-
land and Ireland, 
places not usual-
ly associated with 
great need. Until COVID! 

So please join us at Gisborne Unit-
ing Church, Brantome Street, at 10am 
on Friday March 4.  Janet

Few cheers for the New YearChristmas offerings support Act 
for Peace’s aid program

World 
Day of 
Prayer 
2022

Over the past two years, there is 
no doubt that the loss of significant 
people in our lives has been more 
complicated.

 Rules have denied access to people 
in hospital or aged-care facilities and 
have meant deciding which members 

of the family can attend 
funerals. My mother 
was from a family of 14 
siblings. Her funeral was 
limited to 10, so my family 
opted for the remaining 
sisters and brother, and with one 
exception, no in-laws or grand/great-
grandchildren. I took the funeral via 
video link due to border restrictions.

Learning to sing old songs in a new world
Our community locally is made 

up of many traditions. My tradition 
is the Anglican Church of Australia. 
Gathering for prayers; sending cards 
and flowers; phone calls; food drops; 
and the wake post-Church. 

Rituals help us in our grief process. 
Our rituals will continue to change 
as our community responds to an 
evolving situation.

St Paul’s Anglican Parish 
of Gisborne

Virtual rituals have become part of 
our lives. Care for one another knows 
no limits. Made in God’s image, we 
know the same of love. 

Traditions are based on what works 
for you. 

The challenge is to make everything 
old new again. We sing old songs in a 
new world. 

Fr Dennis Webster

Christmas at Mt Macedon Uniting Church

ENGLAND, WALES & 
NORTHERN IRELAND

Our annual Christmas Eve ser-
vice of carols and lessons 
and Christmas Day service 
were well attended as peo-
ple felt safe to come out again. 
Offerings at these services, totalling 
$665, have been donated to the Christ-
mas Bowl Appeal of Act for Peace, the 
international aid arm of the National 
Council of Churches in Australia.

Act for Peace began in 1948 with the 
sending of food and other provisions 
to help displaced persons after World 
War II. On Christmas Day 1949, the 
Melbourne minister Reverend Frank 
Byatt put a bowl on the table and asked 
people to give the cost of the meal. 

Since the first Christmas Bowl 
began, food, shelter, education, 
healthcare and training has been 
provided to help the world’s most 
vulnerable to cope with and recover 
from conflict and disaster. Today, there 
are more refugees, asylum seekers 
and displaced people worldwide 
than at any time since World War II; 
more than 80 million people forced 
to flee their homes to escape conflict 

and disaster. Act for Peace helps 
communities affected by poverty and 
conflict in more than 130 countries. 
Mount Macedon Uniting Church has 
supported the Christmas Bowl Appeal 
for many years.

Our Sunday services continue at 
10.30 weekly and Thistle Club and 
men’s Group recommence in February, 
All are welcome!

Neil Tweddle
5426 2045 
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100 100 
YEARS AGOYEARS AGO REGULAR MEETINGSREGULAR MEETINGS

New 
members 

always 
welcome

JANUARY, FEBRUARY 1922

WHAT'S ONWHAT'S ON

*** NB: Check with organisations re COVID restrictions *** 

Baringo Film ClubBaringo Film Club

ADULT RIDING CLUB (Gis)            2nd Saturday   I R Robertson Res
ADULT RIDING CLUB (Bullengarook)     2nd Saturday           Rec Reserve
ANGLING CLUB             2nd Wed 8pm      Railway Hotel Macedon

BOTANIC GARDENS working bee   every Thurs 9.30am-10.30am
BRIDGE CLUB     Mon 12.30, Tues 7.15, Thurs 12.30   St Mary’s Church 
  Hall, Woodend  5420 7595
BUSHWALKING CLUB   Various locations   Tel 5428 3490 or  5427 0888

CANASTA  CLUB   1.30pm every Mon except first Mon of month
 Parish centre (behind St Pauls Church, Gisborne) 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP    last Wed of month     MRH
CAR CLUB                           1st Wednesday 8pm Steam Park, New Gisb
CARERS GROUP (Mac  Ranges)  2nd & 4th  Thurs, 1pm    Woodend RSL
                   5420 7132 (Note: 4th Thurs carers only)
COMMUNITY GARDEN           Wed 9am  Church of Christ
CROQUET CLUB                  Wed & Sat 10am Dixon Field
CWA  GISBORNE            2nd Monday 10am   Gis Secondary College
CWA  MACEDON         3rd Tues 1pm & 7pm      662 Mt Macedon Rd 

DALY RESERVE WORKING BEE    2nd Tues 9.30am    Scout Hall, Daly Res

FILM SOCIETY  2nd Wed Woodend Neigh’hood House  5427 2323
FLY FISHING CLUB                   4th Wed 7.30pm                 MRFEC Gisborne
FOCUS CLUB              2nd Fri 12 noon          Gisborne Golf Club
FRIENDS of JACKSONS CREEK  working bees   3rd Sun 10-noon  
 David Tunbridge 0415 534 477
 
GARDEN CLUB               2nd Wed various venues               0424 038 474 
GENEALOGY GROUP      4th Thurs 7.30 Family Hist Rm, Library 
GIRL GUIDES                     Thursdays 5pm  Gis Scout Hall
GISBORNE SINGERS         Wed 7.30pm Gisborne Uniting Church

HISTORICAL   SOCIETY     open Wed 10am-4pm Court House

LIBRARY: TODDLERS’ STORY TIME     Mon 10.30am, Wed 10.30am
LIONS CLUB  (Gisborne)      First Thurs of month, 7.30pm       247 Station Rd

MARTIAL   ARTS             Thurs from 6pm St Brigid’s Hall;  
gisborne@junseikan.com.au

MASONIC  LODGE           2nd Thurs 7pm    Masonic Hall Aitken St
MASTERS AFL              Wed 6.30pm        Sankey Reserve
MT MAC & DIST HORT SOC     1st Tues 8pm Horticultural Hall
MUFFINS ’N’ MORE        2nd Tues 10am-noon   Uniting Church
MUMS’  GROUP             2nd Mon 9.30-11.30am              49 Fisher St

OBEDIENCE  DOG  CLUB          Sun 9am  Riddells Rec Res

PETANQUE                 2nd & 4th Sat 10am       behind Caltex service
 station, Station Rd, Gisborne  0439 887 178
PHOENIX ART & CRAFTS     1st Thursday   phoenixmrac.com
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOC       1st Tues & 2nd Mon 7pm          Dromkeen, Riddells Ck
PONY CLUB Bullengarook    1st Sunday Rec Reserve
PONY CLUB Gisborne            1st Sunday Robertson Reserve
PROBUS                                 1st Thurs 10am Mechanics Inst.

QUILTERS (Gisb)                 Wed 7pm        Room attached to Gisb Library

RAMBLERS                  Fridays 9.15am         Tennis Club Dixon Field
ROTARY  (Gisborne) First & third Tues evening, email gisbornerotary@
gmail.com  for confirmation of venue 
ROTARY (Macedon Ranges)   1st & 3rd Monday   Baringo Food & Wine
RUNNING  GROUP     Tues & Thurs 6pm,  Sun 8am  Gis Aquatic Centre
RSL                              1st Mon 2pm   Gis Golf Club 5428 2233

SENIOR CITS (Macedon)                Tues 11am Tony Clarke Res
SPINNERS & FIBRE GROUP      Wed 12 noon     Rec Reserve Bullengarook 

TABLE  TENNIS                    Wed 7.30pm         Tony Clarke Res, Macedon
THUNDER SWIMMING CLUB   2nd Sat 5pm      Gisborne Aquatic Centre 
TOY LIBRARY     Every Sat 10-11am; first & third Wed, 8.45-9.30am, 
                      second & fourth Fri 9-10am 71 Robertson St
ULYSSES GROUP                3rd Tues 6pm Sunbury FC

VINTAGE MACHINERY      Working bees 1st Sun of month, 8.30am at
Steam Park;  meetings last Friday of month, 7pm at Steam Park

WRITERS GROUP Last Sat of month 2-5pm Woodend N’hood House
WRITERS (Scribes & Scribblers) 2nd Tues 10am-12  Riddell N’hood House

YOUNG  VOICES   Thursdays 4.15-5.45pm       Norma Richardson Hall,
          Buckland St, Woodend, 5426 4801 or sdggome@patash.com.au 

junior QUIZjunior QUIZ  answersanswers
1. Kangaroo and Emu
2. Carlton
3. Albert Einstein
4. The Amazon
5. Tesla

6. Melbourne
7. 144
8. MMXXII
9. Blue
10. Ballarat

Brainbusters answersBrainbusters answers
1. Frequency Modulation
2. Venus
3. Ten
4. United Kingdom
5. John Wayne

6. Four
7. Jupiter
8. Electrocardiogram
9. The ear
10. Argentina

From the pages of the old Gisborne Gazette

FEBRUARY
2 to 5      Bad Education
9 to12     Testament of Youth
16 to 19   About a Boy
23 to 26  Minari                  

The Baringo Film Club runs three screenings  
per week.
Screening times:  3pm Wednesday 
                             3pm and 6pm Saturday

For membership details see 
www.baringofilmclub.com

Dates                                        FilmMacedon – The death has occurred of Mr. 
Joseph Firth, the superintendent of the 
State Nursery. He had been in charge of 
the nursery for more than 40 years. Some 
weeks ago, he was thrown from his horse, 
and this hastened his death.   
   
Extract: The Argus (Jan. 1922)
Shocking Railway Disaster A dreadful rail-
way accident took place in the dark hours of 
Saturday morning between Macedon and 
Gisborne, on the main trunk line to Bendigo 
and Echuca. Thirteen trucks, heavily lad-
en with bricks and coal, and a guard’s van 
which had broken away from the goods train 
at the top of a steep incline near Woodend 
rolled back down the gradient at a rapidly 
increasing speed. Rushing back through 
Macedon station at an alarming pace, var-
iously estimated amongst railway men at 
from 50 to 70 miles an hour – the trucks 
and the van flashed down upon the engine 
of a goods train which had been following 
the first train all the way up the line from 
Sunshine. At the moment of the impact the 
advancing train was going forward at about 
15 miles an hour. The guard in the runaway 
van was killed, while the engine crew of the 
second train were injured. The noise of the 
collision was heard several miles away, and 
the wreckage bore testimony to a terrific 
impact. Pieces of rolling stock were scat-
tered over both grades and flung down an 
embankment. No passenger trains were 
actually concerned in the smash, but the 
circumstances of the occurrence contained 
all the elements of a sensational accident. 
A consequent blockage of the up and down 
grades of the line resulted in delays to the 
morning passenger train schedules.  
  
Extract: The Independent (Feb. 1922)
Bay Excursion – Once again, the resi-
dents of Bacchus Marsh, Melton, Gisborne, 
and Woodend held their annual bay excur-
sion on Monday last, when ideal weather 
favoured the excursionists. This year the 
Weeroona conveyed 1400 to Sorrento, call-
ing at Queenscliff enroute, where a number 
disembarked and had an enjoyable time at 
the various attractions there.

The excursionists were delighted with the 
extra accommodation on the Weeroona, 
there being plenty of room for moving about 
and full seating provided. From Bacchus 
Marsh about 400 took the trip, Melton about 
200; while numerous Melbourne friends 
joined in at Port Melbourne. Everything 
possible for the comfort of the trippers was 
well looked after by the Committee, who at-
tended in full force this year including the 
veteran Mr. Thos. Heath (an ex-President 
of the Committee), who prides himself on 
the fact that he has not missed a single trip 
for the past 18 years.     

ACROSS
2. Clydesdale
3. Columbia
4. Crocodile
7. Calligraphy
9. Cook
11. Copenhagen
12. Captain.
13. Calder
14. China
15. Counterfeit
16. Cinderella

DOWN
1. Canberra
2. Cigarette
5. California
6. Customer
7. Chihuahua
8. Conundrum
10. Cafeteria
11. Confetti
12. Cheque

Looking for a family friendly, 
fun, interactive sport? 
Then why not give table tennis a shot? 

It will keep your 
mind and body sharp, 
flexible and engaged. 
Whether you are new to the game, on the comeback 
trail, wanting to play a fun family sport with your kids 
or just looking for a great social sport, then the fastest 
ball sport in the world is waiting for you and your 
family. 

Gisborne and Districts Table Tennis Association 
welcomes new and past players to play in our 
upcoming Summer-Autumn competitions for all ages 
and skill levels. Three ‘come & try’ practice evenings 
are scheduled for February 2, 9 and 16, from 7.45pm 
onwards. 

Grade pennants begin on February 23 from 
7.45pm. Group and one-on-one coaching are also 
available. Please note: If you intend to play and 
are over 18 you must be fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19. Location: Macedon Community Centre 37 
Waterfalls Road, Macedon.

For more information please call or email Stan 
Thomas on 0437 508 338 or email: sthomas@
gisbornects.com.au 

crossword answerscrossword answers
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Did you know bushfires kill from 200m away?
The fl ames of bushfires can reach temperatures of up to 1100°C. Long before the fl ames reach you, the wave
of radiant heat can kill you from 200 metres away. Planning for bushfire is the only way to survive it.

Plan. Act. Survive. Go to vic.gov.au/knowf  ire

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 acts under its own Australian Financial Services Licence number and under an agreement with a range of insurers. See target market determination:

Bendigo
insurance
The unexpected happens.

With Bendigo Bank, you'll have insurance to rely on.

To protect what matters to you, search Bendigo Bank
Insurance.

Community Bank • Gisborne 5420 7210
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